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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (3)—GOLD MINING.
FProfits Tax, Receipts.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: What amount was recgived by the
Government from the gold mining profits
tax for the year ended the 30th June, 1938%

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
amonnt received from the gold mining pro-
fits tax for the year ended the 30th Junme,
1938, was £98,312

Mine Workers Relief Fund, State
Contributions.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: What payments were made by the
Government to the Mine Workers' Relief
ffund for the year ended the 3Gth June,
19389

The CHIEF SECRETARY
£17,124 5s.

replied:

Miners’ Phthisis Act, Compensation Paid.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, What is the gross amount paid by
the Government as compensation under the
Miners’ Phthisis Act since its inception to
the 30th June, 19387 2, How must of this
was paid from the Workers’ Compensation
Insurance Fund? 3, What amount was paid
by the Government as compensation under
the Miners’ Phthisis Act for the vear ended
the 30th June, 19387 4, How mueh of this
was paid from the Workers' Compensation
Insarance Fund?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
£648 383 13s. 2d. 2, Consolidated Revenne
Fund has heen recouped £170,000 from
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State Inswrance Otffice funds. It is pre-
sumed that the latter office is that referred
to as Workers’ Compensation Insurance
Fund., 3, £54,033 8s. 1d. 4, Consolidated
Revenue Fuud was recouped £25.000 from
State Insurance Office funds.

QUESTION—HOSPITAL TAX.
Reeeipts, Monthly Publication.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief See-
refary: 1, What amount was received from
the hospital tax for cach of the past three
months? 2, Will the Minister make arrange-
ments to have the reeeipts from the hos-
pital tax for each month published when
the monthly siatements of Consolidated Rev-
enue ave published?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
The amounts received from the hospital tax
for cach of the past three months were:—
July, £17,285; Angust, £20,851; September,
£21,349; total, £59485. 2, Yes.

QUESTION—PREMIER'S
DEPARTMENT.
Under Secretary’s Remuneration.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief Seec-
retary: 1, Is the amount of £350 against the
item Clerk of the Executive Counetl, vide
page 17 of the current Estimates Revenue
and Expenditure, ineluded in the amount of
£1,520, appearing against the item Under
Secretary, Premier's Department, vide page
29 of the Estimates? 2, For what resson
has the Under Secrelary, Premier’s Depart-
ment, heen given £20 per annum inerease in
salary?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1
and 2, The salary of the Clerk of the Exeen-
tive Council 15 inclnded in the salary of
£1,520 appearing under the heading of Un-
der Secretary, Premiei’s Department, and
the addition of £20 per anmum is the ad-
justment as provided for in the Public Ser-
vice Regulations, due to the inerease in the
hasie wage,

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading—Defeated.
HON. BE. M. HEENAN (North-East}
[4.38] in moving the second reading said:
The Bill proposes to amend Section 413
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and to repeal Sections 414 and 415 and the
21st and 22nd Schedules of the parent Aect.
Section 413 deals with the methods by which
rates may be recovered by a municipality.
The section reads—

The amount payable in respect of any rate
made and levied under this Aect shall be re-
coverable cither by complaint or action, or
by distress and sale . . .

The Bill proposes to delete from the section
the words **by distress and.” This means
that if the measure is carried municipalities
will not have the right to levy distress for
recovery of rates. Section 414 deals with
distress for rates and the method by whick
the distress warrant is to be enforeed. See-
tion 415, which it is also proposed to repeal,
simply outlines the form of the distress war-
rant and the charges that are to be made in
conpection with the levy. The 21st Schedule
sets out the form of the distress warrant,
and the 22nd Schedule preseribes the rate of
costs. Before proceeding further, I wish
to mention that when a municipality levies
distress the amount owing for rates is re-
coverable not only against the owner of the

land nr n«omnenc in riun:hc:‘ b“u '_.130 agai'ﬂsv
the occupier. At the end of Section 414 it

is stated—

by warrant under his hand distrain the
goods and chattels found upon the land in re-
speet of which the rate is payable.

The effect is that not only the owner of the
property, who is vesponsible for the pay-
ment of rates, but also the unfortunate oec-
cupier or tenant ecan have his goods levied on
by distress. Later, naturally, he would have
a set-off against the person liable in the first
place; but it is unfair and unjust that a
hailiff shonld go slong fto premises and dis-
train on assets against a person who is noi
responsible, .

In support of the Bill I say that the
method of colleeting outstanding rates by
the issue of distress warrants is most ob-
noxious and not in keeping with present-day
methods. I understand also that the method
of recovery by distress is net provided for
in the Road Districts Act. This means that
municipalities are placed in a position which
road hoards are not placed in, and also in a
mnch more favourable position than private
ereditors. T see no justification for that
state of affairs. The parent Aet was passed
in 1906, and I submit that the time hag ar-
rived when this obnoxious method of collect-
ing rates should be abolished. T understand,
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further, that the method is very rarely used,
that municipalitics issune distress warranis
more or less as threats. At the same time,
it represents a great hardship, and is utterly
out of keeping with our present methods,
The common law as it stands provides ample
means for the collection of rates. For that
reason I suggest that we abolish distress for
the collection of rates. Summarising my
areument, I suggest that the existing methedl
is out of date and anduly harsh in that in-
nocent persons may saffer under it as well
as those responsible. Further, it places
munieipalities in a more favourable position
than other creditors, and the law provides
ample other means for collection of rabes. 1
thevefore move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. H, 8, W, PARKER (Metropolifan-
Suburhan) [4.45]: This Bill appears to me
not to require any adjourmment of the de-
bate. 1ts object is to do away with distress
for rates. Actually, it will only have the
effect of inereasing the cost of the collection
of rates. \[unmipa!ltlcs would he foreed

natinn Flhasaos el dbn maan—
"“"“’"Lni—nh to take zetion :hl.uusu the coure

to collect overdue rates, instead of following
their present procedure. That procedure is
very simple and efficacious. A notice of
overdue rates is delivered to the oeceupier of
premises. If a tenant is oecupyving the
premises, he is notified to pay his rent direct
to the couneil. I am spesking now par-
tieularly of the Perth City Counecil, but 1
feel sure that all other municipalities follow
the same procedure.

Hon. T.. Craig: Before they distrain at
all?
Hon, H. S. W, PARKER: Yes. I shall

give members some figures in a moment. As
I say, I am speaking now of the Perth City
Couneil in particular, A notice is servad on
the tenant, who is informed that he must pay
his vent to the eouncil. He does so, and
that ends the matter. Sometimes, however,
the owner is the oceupier. As a matter of
faet, 75 per cent. of the warrants issued to
recover overdue rates are issued against the
owner-occupier. If a man cannot pay his
rates he should not own property. The Gov-
ernment eollects income tax and other tayes
from people who very often have no other
means of paying them except their wages.
People who desire the privilege of owning
property must pay the rates and taxes dne
on the properiy. That is one of the
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conditions under which people are allowed
to own property. Distress is a guick means
of collecting overdue rates at a minimum of
expense. If the rates remain unpaid after
service of the notice, an inventory is taken.
1t is taken, not immediately, but within a
reasonable time. This usually has the effeet
of seeuring payment. People say, “This
looks serious, I must pay.” It is seldom
necessary to make a seizure, but if one is
made a fee of 7. is charged. People there-
fore realise that the quickest and chenpest
method is to pay the rates immediately the
notiece is served. By this method, many
thousands of pounds of rates have been col-
lected. The knowledge that the council has
powrr to distrain is sufficient to frighten
peeple into paying their just and lawful
debts.  During the past cight years only
three auetion sales under distress have taken
place. Those sales were made only becanse
other creditors had taken procecdings nnder
the Loeal Courts Act or some other Act and
were about to sell.  The City Council, there-
fore, quite rightly got in first and sold; the
gouneil said, “These people are in a hope-
less position, we will get in first.”  As I say,
there were only three eases in eight years.

The Honorvary Minister: That is n good
argument for the Bill.

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER.: I trust the
Honorary Minister will listen to me aiten-
tively. I he will follow my argument
closely, he will learn that it is to the ad-
vantage of the property owner and the
tenant that this power of distress should he
allowed to remain. The syslem is cheap;
the defaulting ratepayer incurs practieally
na expense. No question of law has to be
decided. Tt is nnneeessary to approach the
eourts and go through a complicated pro-
codure. No summens is issued and no fees
are payable, except the fee of 7s. whieh I
mentioned. If this method is discontinned,
then so soon as rvates fall into arrear the
council officinls will deem it their bounden
duty immediately tfo institute proceedings
through the loeal court. Snch proceedings
will he followed hy execution, which is dis-
tress by another mame, but whieh is very
costly,

For the period from the 1st January,
1937, to the 20th Septembher, 1935—21
months—1,097 warrants were issued, but no
sales at all took piace. Of those defaunlting
ratepayers, 1,046 paid their rates, leaving
51 ratepayers who are wvow discharging
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their liability by instalmentz. The general
idea seems to be thai a distress warrant is
issued and every effort made to kick the
unfortunate individual who is down, that a
distress warrant is merely a device whereby
the’ city corporation, or some other corpora-
tion, can annoy ratepayers. Nothing of the
sort! It is for the purpose of protecting
the honest ratepayer. T have not figures for
other municipalities, but I can say of my
own knowledge that at Ieast in one road
board distriet in the metropolitan area rate-
payers are put to considerable expense be-
cause the road hoard must sue for arrears of
rates.

The Honorary Minister: They must be bad
payers down your way.

Hon. H. 8. W, PARKER: They are not
in my Province; they ave just over my
houndary in the hon. member's Provinee.
A great numher of summonses was issued
for rates.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: In a road board dis-
triet?

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: Yes. Another
method is to wait until the rates are over-
due for a period of five vears and then go
to the enormous expense of advertising the
land for sale. That is n ridienlous waste of

money. The method is adopted to recover
overdue rates on vacant land. A distress
warrant is a simple procedure that brings

home to the ratepayer his bounden duty to
pay his rates. It involves a minimum of
expense. I eannot understand anyone ob-
jecting to the procedure exeept the dishonest
ratepayer, who has no intention of paying
his rates. The law, as it stands, cannof
affect the honest ratepayer; but it does give
the, dishonest ratepayer an opportunity of
puiting off the evil day to the disadvantage
of the persons who pay their rates. I can-
not see any virtue at all in the Bill,

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Mectropolitan)
[4.53]: 1 share the views that have heen
expressed by Mr. Parker. T agree with
him when he says the Bill has nothing to
commend it to the support of membhers. The
instances which he gave of the warrants
issued by the City of Perth are familiar to
myself and also to Mr. Franklin.

Hon. J. T. Franklin: Very familiar.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I helieve that
what applies to the City of Prrth applies
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to every other couneil incorporated under
the Municipal Corporations Aet. The power
of distress given hy the Act is not a power
that is abused or used with the intention of
inflieting hardship on ratepayers or on
tenant-occupiers. I myself can rTecall a
laborious task I had to sign distress notiees.
Mr. Franklin will hear me ont when I say
that those notices were not in any way an
attempt to abuse the power of distress. On
the contrary, instead of the power heing
detrimental fo the ratepayer and to the
public generally, it is of the greatest bene-
fit, and for that reason should be preserved.
Locking at the matter merely from the
ordinary eeonomic standpoint, the method
is, as Mr. Parker pointed out, a cheap and
effective way of recovering rates that are
due and payable.

The Homorarvy Minister: It is brutal.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The Honorary
Minister is quite wrong. Had he been in
the Chamber when I spoke earlier, he would
have heard that T said the power is nof
abused. It is not brutal. On the contrary,
it is mos{ salutary. hecanse we have fn lnak
at the matter in this light: we must re-
member that as ratepayers we are sharers
in the responsibilities of our loeal govern-
ing bodies. Further, it is incumbent wpon
us, as members of this House, to ensure that
the most economic methods are provided for
the collection of overdme rates. If they are
not recovered by this economieal means,
then great expense will be incurred by a
resort to the other methods that have heen
alinded to, namely, action at common law
and execution. Such procedure is clearly
wasteful. It wonld involve a waste of
public monev, and T nbhor that. If
I were looking at the matter from a
selfish point of view, I would sav, “Br
all means abolish this partienlar power
and resort to the other method of legal pro-
cess followed by execution” That would
mean move grist to the mill for the lawyers.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Verv necessary,
too.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am not actuated
by motives of that kind, nor, I ean say
assuredly, is Mr. Parker. We are here to
pass laws that will be beneficial to and serve
the best interests of the eommunity. I ean
see nothing whatever to commend the Bill.
On the contrary, I helieve that a great deal
of expense will he entailed hy municipali-
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ties generally if the power be removed from
the Act. By causing municipalities to re-
sort to the other more expensive methods of
enforcing remedies for the recovery of
money, we may be necessitating an increase
of rates upon other ratepayers. That, so
far from heing beneficial, would be highly
undesirable. I agrec with the views ex-
pressed by Mr. Parker, and will vote against
the sccond reading.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [5.1]: I in-
tend to support the Bill. 1 cannot agrec
with the argument advanced by the two pre-
vious speakers for the retention of this
power in the Act. They have told us that if
this method is aholished the munieipalilies
will have only one remedy left to them,
namely, to sue in the ordinary course and
thus involve the ratepayer in greater ex-
pense. I venture to say it will not be neces-
sary for the municipalities to do that. They
will have to do only what most other credi-
tors do, namely, threaten to sue. Al said
and done, that is all that the provision im:
the Act is used for. We have had that
admission from Mr. Parker. Of 1,097 war-
rants issued, 1,046 persons paid. The same
number of persons would pay if prosecution
were threatened.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Have wou had
anyv experience of collecting debts?

Hon. G. FRASER: The Taxation De-
partment does not issue a distress warrant
to recover its dues.

Hon. A. Thomson: No, it fines taxpayers
10 per cent.

Hon. G. FRASER: The Taxation Depart-
ment issues a notiee stating that if the
money is not paid by a certain date, prose-
cution will follow.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
follow.

Hon. G. FRASER: No, that is not the
threat.

Hon. A. Thomson: It is a very effective
threat.

Hon. G, FRASER: - The notifieation of
the department iz that if the taxes are not
paid within a certain number of days, pro-
seention will follow. There is no mention of
10 per cent. Tf we had fizures to show the
taxpavers who pay on receiving a communi-
cation of that kind, they wounld he very
illuminating. The Taxation Department and
similar departments do not have to threaten
distress in order {o get their dues paid, and

Ten per eent. will
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why should one group of authorities such
as local governing bodies have that power?

Hon. H. §. W. Parker: Every creditor
has it

Hon. G. FRASER: But every creditor
does not excreise the power to the extent
that the local authorities do. They use it
as a threat, and [ fail to see why Parliament
should conntenance any body using the laws
of the conntry merely as a bluff. That is
what is being done by the loeal authorities
to-day.

Hon. J. XNicholson : They are merely uvsing
the means provided hy law to collect a jnst
debt.

Hon. G. FRASER: And ihey ave doing it
as a hluff.

Hon. L. Craig: You ave suggesting the
same thing.

Hon. (. FRASER: No, (o issue a letter
threatening prosecution is quite a different
matter fromn issning a warrant threatening
distress,

Hon. L. Craig: You said it was a bluff.

Hon. G. FRASER: A letter threatening
proseeution is not a bluff becauwse prosecu-
fion would follow if payment were not made,
According to the figures quoted by Mr.
Parker, of 1097 persons served with distress
warrants, 51 did nof pay up.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: In full. .

Hon. G. FRASER: And three tenants
were sold up.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Three in eight
Fears.

Han. L. Craig:
pleted payment.

Hon. G. FRASER: And only in three in-
stances had extreme action been taken.

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker: That was in the
previous eight vears.

Hon. ;. FRASER: Tt does not matter
whether those cases were spread over 20
years; the people paid because the local
authority nsed the power in the Act as a
bluff. The City Council did not use that
bluff against the people who owed the
money. The Honorary Minister interjeeted
ahout the exercize of the power being brutal
and Mr. Nicholson denied that it was bratal.

Hon. H. Seddon: Brutal to use the
threat?

Hon. J. Cornell; T think “brutal” was a
wrong word,

Hon. G. FRASER: T know of no other
word that would adequately deseribe the

Fifty-one had not com-
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nclion of a publie body in thus threatening
somebody whe did not owe the money.

Several members interjected,

The PRESIDENT: Order! I ask mem-
hers to allow Mr, Fraser to proceed.

Hon. G. FRASER: Moembers are appar-
enttly desirons of retaining in the Aet a pro-
vision that will permit of innocent people he-
ing put to eonsiderable trouble and expense.
Nothing can be more worrving to an honest
pevson than to have directed against him a
threat to sell up his goods if certain debts
are not paid. In effect, that iz what the
warrant of distress amounts to. A tenant
in good faith bas probabiy paid the whole of
the money due hy him to the owner, and
the owner has failed to satisfy the local
authority. Yet we arve asked to retain in
the Aet a provision that will permit of the
tenant’s goods heing sold up becauwse the
owner hag faited to pav the rates. Can any
member justify that? Of course not. T am
not preparved to allow the statements made
to pass without voicing a protest. T see no
justifieation for retaining that power in the
Aet, though there might he some justifieation
it we permitted distress to be levied against
the owner of the property. There is cer-
tainly no justification for allowing distress
to be levied against the tenant who, in most
ingtances, has stood up to his responsibilities
as between himself and the owner. The
prineiple is entirelv wrong. I shall prob-
ahly be told that the tenant could ebtain re-
dress by first payine the rates. Why shoald
he be made responsible for semebody else’s
debt ?

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: It means that he
does not want to pay hiz way.

Hon. (. FRASER: The tenani completes
his part of the tramsaction by paying his
rent to the landlord. and why should that
tenant be worried and put to the trouble of
paying his rent to the Joeal authority in-
stead of to the landlord? That should not
he his responsibilitv. The obligation is one
devolving upon the owner in his relations
with the loeal governing anthority. If the
tenant does nof pay his rent, the owner has
redress. We should not make the tenant
responsihle for cnsuring that the rates ore
paid. So lone as the tenant meets his obili-
rations, that should he the end of his concern
in the matter. The average ratepayer is not
au fait with the provisions of the Aect, and he
suffers a considerahble amonnt of worry when
served with a nofice of distress. I want to
save tenants that worry. T hope the House
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will agree that this power should he
eliminated from the Aet and something more
suitable inzerted in its stead.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.10]: I
oppose the second reading for two reasons
that T consider valid. T represent one muni-
cipality and part of another. There is only
one municipality and a piecc of another in
the whole of the South Province. Neither
the whole nor the piece has asked me to act
in this matter, and until one or the other
does so, I shall reserve judgment upon it.
Another point that ought to be considered
is the fact that the Municipal Covporations
Act is 32 years old. Year in and vear out the
representatives of the municipalities have
asked for an amending and consolidating
law. The Act has been out of print for
vears. If any one goes to a municipal office
to see a copy of the Act, he is almost placed
in the strong rvoom while he peruses it be-
cause that is the only copy available. The
T.abour Party takes the stand that, until
such time as Parliament will agree to the
abolition of plural voting, it will not amend
o eanenlidate the At By subicsfuge or
side wind a private member in another place
has inftroduced a Bill, which is now before
us, having for its object the giving of ease-
nient to one seetion under the existing Act.
Until ail seetions that work undev the Act
are given easement, and until the Aet is
consolidated, I shall oppose any piecemeal
attempt to alter the law.

HON. J. T. FRANKLIN (Metropolitan)
[512]): T cerfainly agree with those mem-
hers who have decided to vote against the
second reading. T can elaim to have as wide
a knowledge of municipal affairs as has any
member of the House. T have had the privi-
lege of being mayor and lord mayor for over
10 vears, and I know that the matter of dis-
tress warrants was one that eame before me

almost every month. TUnder the law the
tenani is liable for the payment of the
ritfes.

Hon. G. Fraser: He should not be.

Hon, J. T. FRANKLIN: I agree with the
heon, member, but probably he dees not know
that if the rates are in arrears and the tenang
pays them, he ean deduct the amount from
his rent due to the landlord.

Hon. G. Fraser: T am aware of that.

Hon, J. T. FRANXKLIN: There is nothing
to prevent that being done. As Mr. Parker
told us, a large numher of distress warrants
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is signed every vear. The procedure is for
the City Treasurer to go to the Mayor with
a file six inches or eight inehes high relating
to tenants who have not paid their rates. He
asks the Mayor to sign those warrants. This
is only preliminary, because the seal is not
altached to the warrants at that time.

Hon, G. Fraser: Exaetly what I said—
bluff.

Hon, J, T. FRANKLIN: An official of
the eouncil takes the warrants, shows them
to the tenants, and explains that if the rates
are not paid, a further worrani, signed apd
sealed, will be issued. That gives the tenant
very fair notice of the eouncil's intention.
Farther, the liability of the tepant for the
rates iz explained. The City Treasurer does
not demand payment of the whole amount,
The tenant is informed that if he so desires
he may pay by instalments. There is noth-
ing wrong with that method. The amend-
ment contained in the Bill would necessitate
the loeal authority putting the owner or
tenant to extra expense by issuing a sam-
mons in the first instance. Under the pre-
sent method, that does not happen. Even
whea e wariaol is acluadly served, an-
other bailiff is not put in to take charge;
the tenanf is appointed bailifi. No extra
expense is involved except in respect of the
Gz, for the warrant.

As the result of my long experience, I
realise that there ave tenaunts who will pay
neither their rates nor their rent. I have
had a rather unfortunate expericnee with
tenants. The landlord has to pay the rates
because in the end the local governing body
will make him do so. The Act is more than
fair te all conrerned. 1 agree with Mr.
Cornell that the introduction of a compre-
hensive Bill to overhaul the Municipal Cor-
porations Act is long overdune. A majority
of the memhors of this Chamber will not
agree to the deletion of the section relating
to plural voting, and the whole of the inter-
ests of local governine bodies dizre-
garded for the reason that the Labour Gov-
ernment eannot get just what it wanis from
that standpnint. TWhy does the Government
not introduee a-Bill to deal with the various
soctions it destres amended. and give the
House an opportunity to eriticise its inten-
tions and agree to or amend the measnre?
I shall oppose the second reading of the
Bill heeanse I regard it as unfair and wronpg.
T shall oppose it hecause, if the Bill were
agreed to and a tenant owed rates to a

are
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local governing authority, that authority
wonld of necessity have to launch proceed-
ings for recovery. Tenants’ cirenmstanees
having been snch that they could not pay,
they have been allowed to comtinue vyear
after year without being forced to meet
their obligations, though they have been
given opportunities to liquidate them by in-
stalments. Nothing could be fairer. If a
summons has to be issued against such
people they will then have to pay not ouly
the debt but the eosts of the proceedings.
I hope the Bill will not be agreed to.

HON, E. M. HEENAN (North-East—
in reply) [5.18]: I have been surprised at
the opposition aromnsed by the Bill, and at
some of the avguments advanced against the
measure, particularly by Mr. Parker and
Mr, Nicholson. There is one unanswerahle
argument in favour of the Bill, which is, to
nse Mr. Parker’s own words, that it pro-
vides a quick, easy and simple method for
the recovery of rates. T can quite under-
stand the attitude of a municipality such as
that of Perth opposing the Bill becausc it
provides that quick, easy and simple method
for the recovery of money due to it. On
the other hand, I shall point out to the
House that this so-ealled quick, easy and
simple method is not so inexpensive as Mr.
Parker suggested. His statement to that
effeet was almost misleading. In any event,
that method of rate collection is denied to
road hoards, and I have not yet heard of
any road hoard complaining hecause it was
denied this means of recovery.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Have you looked at
the road board lists of defanlters?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: This easy and
simple method is also denied fo the grocer
and the buteher.

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker: And to the land-
lord.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Yes, even {o the
landlord, thanks to the wise jndgment of
this House in passing legislation last year.
This method wonld be nice and simple for
the groecer, and who is more entitled to that
advantage than he?

Hon. J. Nicholson: Well, give it to him!

Hon. E, M. HEENAN: Shonld a munici-
pality be in a more favoured position than
the grocer or the butecher?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Or the lawyer?

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Would it not he
equally satisfying to the butcher to be in a
position to go to his enstomers and say,
“Here is a warrant, and unless you pay
vour account within five days you will he
gold np"?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Thousands have heen
sent out.

Hon. E. M. HEEXAN: T admit that few
sales eventuate as a result of the efforts of
local governing anthorities to recover arrears
of rntes, but nevertheless notices are issued
and served upon people. If the Bill he
agreed fo, then those notiees will still he
issued, and will acet as threats. I have with
me a warrant that was issned, the amonnt
owing heing £5 17s.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Who issued the
warrant?

Hon, E. M. HEENAXN: This
through the bailift,

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: Yes, but who
issied it? What you have is a Local Conrt
warrant.

Hon, E. M. HEENAX: No, it is not. 1
have not seen very many of these on the
goldfields, beeause the municipalities there
do not issue warrants. However, the amount
invalved in this instance was £5 17s. Mr.
Parker will eorvect me if T am wrong, but
T think the other costs involved are Gs,
which goes into the pocket of the bailiff for
woing out and handing the warrant to the
ratepaver. Then there ix another amount
of 7s. for possession, and there is provision
for 5 per cent, for seizure, sale and delivery.
The provision in the Act is very wide with
regard to expeuses incidental to seizure, Ta
this amount of £5 17s.. there is already
added costs amounting to 19s., made up as
I have indicated. The provision for 5 per
cent. on account of seizure, sale and delivery
represents the other 6s.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: And what would
it have cost if the aetion had been taken in
the Local Court?

Hon, E. M. HEENAYX: If that were done,
the municipality would still send out its
notiee of demand ov threat, whieh would
strike terror into the breasts of quite a lot
of people who are in the unfortunate posi-
tion of owing rates. If the notice does not
have the desired cffect, the municipal an-
thorities can then go to the Loeal Court and
seeure the issue of a summons for Is., plus
25, for the bailift’s fee,

was  sent
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Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: No, on an amount
of £3 17s. the cost would be 3s. plus 2s, for
the bailiff’s fee. On top of that there would
be the lawyer's fees,

Hon. J. Nieholson: And then the fre for
judgment.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I think I am
right when I say that on an amount of £3
17s. the fee would be 1s., but I may be
wrong.

Hon. G. Fraser: And there would he no
need for a lawyer,

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: As the amount
owing was not disputed, I do not think the
municipality would employ a solicitor.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Of course it would.
There would be the execution fee as well.

Hon. B. M. HEENAN: If the Bill is
agreed to, then the notices that have done
such valiant service in the past eould still
be sent out and could continue to aeccom-
plish the good work achieved in the past. If
the Bill is agreed to, then municipalities will
be in the samne position as road hoards, the
buteher, the baker and the grocer, and ean
issut suunuunses aguinsi ratepayers and, it
the worst comes to the worst, can cause
judgment summonses to be issued. In the
fast-mentioned event, the magistrate might
be lenient and realise that 3s. a week was
the most the debtor could pay.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: What will the
judgment summons eost?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: It will not cost
verv much.

Hon. G. Fraser: And it would be issued
only in an exireme case.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN : T realise there are
some people who will not pay their debts,
but there are others who, through no faunlt
of their own, cannot meet their obligations.
When a warrant such as I have referred to
is issued, it suggests that the ratepayer is
in a desperate plight,. and probably he
reaches the stage when he sacrifices the wel-
fare of his family in order to raise the neces-
sary money.

Hon. (. Fraser: Or makes an arrange-
ment with the municipality to accept small
weekly payments.

Hon. E. M. HEENAXN: I submit the
House should pass the Bill. Distress in itself
is a method that is not in keeping with
present-day ideals of fair play. We have
aholished distress in respect of the recovery
of rent, and I fail to see why munieipalities
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should desire the continuanee of that right.
I eommend the Bill to the House.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. T
Noes .. . .. 15
Majority against 8
AYEA.
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. E, M. Heenan
Hon. G, Fraser Hon., W. H. Kitson
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. T. Moore
Hon. E. H. H. Hall (Teller.)
NOES.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon, G. W. Miles
Hon. L. B. Bolton Hon, J. Nicholson
Hono, J. Cornell Hon, H. 5. W, Parker
Hon. L. Craig Hou. H. Seddon
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt Hon., A, Thomson
Hon. J. T, Franklin Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon, V, Hamersley Hon. E. H. Angelo
Hon. J. J. Holmes (Teller.)
PAIRS,
AYEB, NoRs
Hon. C. B, Williams Hon, C. 1. Wittenoom

Hon. W. R. Hall Hen. H. V, Piesse
Question thus negafived.

Bill defeated.

RESULUTION—YAMFI SOURD IRUN
ORE DEPOSITS.
Commonwealth Embargo.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
motion by the Chief Seeretary to conecur in
the Assembly’s resolution as follows:—

That this Parliament of Western Australin
cmphatieally protests agninst the embargo
placed by the Commonwealth Government on
the export of ironm ore from Australia, in view
of its disastrous cffects upon the development
of the State. We consider that the informa-
tion available does mot warrant such drastic
action, and we urge the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to remove the embargo.
to which Hon. A. Thomson (South-East)
had moved an amendment as follows:—

That the following words be sdded to the
motion for eoncurremce:—¢‘Provided the reso-
lution he amended by striking out all the words
after *Western Australia’ and inserting in lien
the following words:—*considers the embargo
jmposed by the Federal Government on the
export of iron ore—which has been dome in
the interests of the whole of Australia—means
a serions loss to the SBtate of Western Aus-
tralia in partieular, and it is considered there-
fore that a substantial grant shouwld be made
by the Federal Government to compensate this
State for the disastrous effect this embargo has
caused in the loss of employment for its work-
ers and the retarding of development in the
Yampi area; such grant to he earmarked for
the development of the northern portion of the
State.”
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HON. G. W, MILES (North) [5.32]: 1
am glad to have arrived back in time to take
part in this debate, and have carefully read
all the speeches in another place and in this
House upon the motion and the amendments
that have heen moved.  Several members
suggest that it is a reflection upon the Com-
monwealth Government, but that is not so.
It the Prime Minister had any further in-
~ formation in his possession he should cer-
tainly have passed it on confidentially to
the Premier. There must be something more
behind the action of the authorities than the
statement that only a limited quantity of
iron ore is available in Australia. The State
Government has launched this motion, and
pointed to the serious injury that will be
snffered by the north of this State if the
embargo remains. I endorse that view. The
embargo means that the opening of a deep-
water port in West Kimberley will be held
up, and that we shall lose the opportunity
to establish an important industry.  The
only ceonomic mavket for iron ore at present
is in Japan. Some 15 years ago the pro-
position was submitted to all the engineer-
ing firms in the Old Country. Eng-
land was importing 6,000,000 tons of
iron ore from foreign couniries. Yampi ore
was worth 30s. a ton in England. Freight
from Australia fo Emngland would kill a
trade of that sovt. Last year there was
talk of an embargo upon the ex-
poert of iron ore from Yampi, and I
made a speech in this House upon the
subject. I pointed out that the withholding
of raw materials by one nation from another
had caused all the unrest in the world to-
day. I repeat that statement. Statesmen
thronghout the world are trying to bring
about peace and appeasement and to cut
down tariffs that countries may trade with
each other.

A ridieulouns statement was made by one
member to the effect that the embargo would
mean losing the sale of a pound of meat per
day to 100 men. If the iron ore industry
were properly opened up it would lead to
the employment of 200 or 300 men and the
maintenance of their families. In all proba-
hility a township would spring up at Yampi
Sound. I understand the State Government
has had the country examined with a view
to opening up a stock route. Deepwater
ships conld load the iron ore and take away
various commodities that weuld be produced

[COUNCIL.]

io the Kimberley districts. Derby would
be closed as a port, just as Onslow was
closed and a new port opened at Beadon.
Every man employed in the mining industry
makes work for another four or five people.
That wounld be the position at Yampi, Mem-
bers have talked about the State receiving
only 3d. per ton. They forget about all the
wages that would be paid. Qur mining
laws stipulate that no Asiaties shall be em-
ployed in or about a mining tenement. The
Federal Government was kept informed con-
cerning every move that was made. All
that the State Government wanted it to do,
and all that other people wanted it to do,
was to give a permit for three or four Jap-
anese experts to remain on the island assay-
ing the orve before shipment. Just as is done
in the case of Japanese experts who desirve to
inspect wool hefore buying it. The ore itself
wonld be worked under White-Australia
conditions. The ships would remove the ore
just as they remove wheat and wool from
other ports in Aunstralia, Hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds would be spent in wages,
and money would he put into cireulation,
not omy in the distriet, but throughout the
State. Great advantage would acerue to
Western Australia if the embargo were re-
moved. I agree there must be some reason
for the action of the Federal Government,
but if there is one it should have been
given confidentially to the Premier.

I do not think there is any antagonism
towards the Commonwealth Government be-
cause it is a National Government. That
is proved by some of the arguments ad-
vanced in the House. I think Mr. Cornell
said that neither the Federal member for
the distriet (Mr, Green), who is a Labour
supporter, nor the Federal Leader of the
Opposition {Mr. Curtin) had made a pro-
test. In all probability the Prime Minister
informed hoth gentlemen of the reason for
the embargo. The sooner that emhbargo is
lifted the hetter will it he for the State.
Some of the arguments have heen used far
politieal purposes, and those who made
them have doeried their own eountry. They
have written down and talked down the
Kimberleys and their possibilities. It is a
erying shame. My colleagne when spesking
said, “Before I sit down I will convince the
House.” I hope before I sit down I shall have
convinced the House, too. It is not a question
of my views against those of my colleague,
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or anvthing of the kind. 7T claim, however,
to have been wp North and to have seen
the country for myself. Az President of the
North Australia League T was responsible
for arvanging with the Federal Government
to send a Connmnonwea'th engineer there. At
that time the Mitchell Government

was
shamed into sending up a Minister and
three or four car loads of people, Later

on I will quote extracts from what the Inte
Mr. Hobler had to say about the eonntry.
The  quotations  will  justify the aiti-
tude T have adopted for the last 20 vears
when T have brought forward schemes that,
as my colleazue says, were not practieahle.
T think T shall be akle to convince the House
that they are practicable. T also hope to
show that the Govermmnent has not supported
my sngeestions for investigation as to the
possibilities of the North, as T think it
should have done. My colleague supports
it in that attituade. I will read the opinions
of experts on that country. Tf members will
listen they will be convineed that in the
Kimberleys we have a territory worthy of
heing peopled and developed.

T said years ago that one of the main
reasons for my wishing to enter Parliament
was that T had seen on our coast 35 years
ago Japanese laundrymen, who were really
eivil engineers, but were doing our washing.
In a speech T made in 1922 T stated fhat
Javanese lanundrvmen knew more of Aus-
tvalia than the average Australion knew of
his own country, I was faken to task by
the editorz of newspapers. QOur dear old
friend. the lafe Mr. Lovekin, before coming
into the House, said in the “Daily News”
that T was likely to raise the ive of a noble
race. Suhsequently he was clected to this
House, and became one of itz most respected
members. Later on he went to Japan. and
took letters of introduction from the Lakour
Government to the Government in Japan.
On his veturn he stated he had earned more
of the north of Australia while in Japan than
he ever knew. He found that the Japanese
had every harhour and river mapped out, as
well as the rainfall, not the rainfali over
three monihs, but for a longer period. Be-
cause of what T said 20 years ago my name
has heen bandied around the House, though
why I do not know. This motion has been
brought forward by the Government. My
coileagne has spoken upon it and expressed
his views. Mr, Thomson expressed my views,
what T said 15 vears ago. He happened to be
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in London when 1 was theve. I made eight
trips to the Eastern States and two to Eng-
land in connection with the development of
the Kimberleys, and did so for the most part
at my own expensze. I have spent thousands
of poundsz of my own money in trving to
educate the people of Australia and England
to an underztanding that we have a torritory
warth developing.

Hon, A. Thomson: Quite right.

Hon. G AW, MILES: The Japanese Consul -
(ieneral  visited Western Australia  about
1028 or 1929, when the Collier (lovernment
was in power. This was after Myr. Lovekin
had made his trip to Fapan. We know what
a great host Mr. Lovekin was. He eould
not allow this man to come to Perth without
extending hospitality to him. Accordingly
he entertained the Consul Geneval at Parlia-
ment House, and invited all the members of
the Collier Ministry, the three members
representing the North Province, aud all the
can=ls of other countries. In the corridor
[ got together owr hust, Mr, Lovekin, the
Japanese Consul General, and the Premier.
T said to the Conszul-General, #Our host took
me fo task four wravs azo Ion saying that
vour laundrymen knew more of Australia
than did the average Australian and stated
I was likely to raise the ire of a nohle race”
[ then added, “I wuas paving a noble race a
compliment when T said its laundrymen knew
more of Australia than the average Austra-
lian knew of his own country and that it
was an insult to Australians, and 1 was
oning to continue insulting them until they
woke up to the fact that they had a territory
worthy of development.”

Hon. H. Seddon: What did he say?

Hon. G, W, MILES: He did not say
much. My ghject was to put in a little more
propaganda with the Premier. Mr. Collier
did me the honour to look into some of the
schemes that were puf up for the develop-
ment of the Kimberlevs, andt zaid he wonld
favourably vonsider any practical seheme for
the development of the XNorth. The first
scheme put np by Sir James Connolly was
tno elaborate and visionary. He talked
about plaecing half-a-million people there
within 12 years. T circulated the matter
that he forwarded and sent a copy to each
State member and to each Federal member.
Sir James wrote asking what the feeling
was. He himself had spent thousands of
pounds of his own money trying to get the
people in England interested in his scheme.
T need searecly remind members that the
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rorthern part of Austvalia is the most vul-
nerable spot of the Empire and thai has
been pointed oul fuor the last 20 years.
Wostern Australia, or indeed Australia, has
not been able to do anything with it up to
dute and the attitnde that seems to be
adopted is that beeause we cannot do any-
thing with it, no onc else is to he permitted
to make any attempt to develop it, We are
all God’s ereatures whether we he white,
brown, black or brindle. Some of us may be
more religious than others and some mem-
hers may be more religions than I am. For
instance, my colleague can quote the Bible
and he, I have no doubt, will he able to tell
us that Esau was a hairy man. But we ave
all the same God’s creatures.

The Jewish question has been brought up
in the course of the debate. Jows have been
prersecuted thronghout the world and no one
seems to know where they ean be settled and
provided with home:, Surely we have
enough spaee wherein fo provide a refuge
for these persecuted people. Anyway, T will
deal with the Jewish question later on. That
is if T am permitted to do so. I understand
that T will be in order in referring to the
question on this motion.

The PRESIDEXT: If the amendment is
read it will be scen that it is proposed, us
an alternative to the motion, that if pessible
a grant be scenred and that the money so
obtained should he spent for the develop-
ment of the northern part of this State.
Thus the hon, member will he quite in order
in dealing with the development of the
northern part of the State.

Hon. . W. MILES: Thank you, Mr
President,  As I have alveady said, I read
the debates on the motion, hoth in another
Place and here. I eongratulate the member
for Rochonrne on the excellent speech he
made n another place on the subjeet. There
has  heen considerable argument as fo
whether it is possible to ship eattle on the
hool aeross the Equator. T o not ¢laim to
be an expert and of eourse according to my
colleacue 1T know nothing ahout land
devolopment.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That is correct.

Hon. G. W, MILES: In reply to that in-
terjeetion T ean make this one remark that
within 80 miles of Perth T personally ean
earry one and two sheep to the aere where
Mr. Holmes failed and practically gave
his property away. That is merely by the
way in reply to the hon. member’s interjec-

[COUNGIL.]

tion. For the last 25 or 30 years I have had
a cattle brand although, according to my
friend, I have had nothing to do with the
land business.

Hon. T. Moore: And did you lose money
over it?

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes, hecause the
fellow alongside was too quick with his
branding iron. I am simply trying fo
show that I have had a little ex-
pericnce with land settlement. I hope
to he able to convince the House that a
lot of the argument advanced by my
colleagne was not correct. e may
believe it to be correct, but what he gave
to the House, aceording to experts’ reports,
is certainly not correct. In years gonc by
cattle were exported on the hoof to Manila.
During the debate on this motion it was
stated that no one had ever heard of taking
live cattle through the tropics. One of the
arguments used in aoother place, however,
was that there was such a thing as air con-
ditioning and that it ecould be made to apply
to vessels earrving cattle as it was being
made to apply to vessels earrying human
beings. Therefore, within a year or two it
may he possible to tvansport cattle across
the Equator. It has also been pointed out
that the coloured people do not like fat hecef,
that they prefer it lean.

In the course of the debate my colleagne
eriticised Sir James Connolly very severely
and when I returned from England on-the
2nd October, I did not know what had hap-
pened. Anyway, I received this cable from
Sir James Connolly—

We feel sure you will fake the earliest
opportunity in Counecil to refute Iolmes’s
Yampi fon! slander. Written Jackson &
Leake regarding netion.

I showed this eable to my colleagne and said
to him, “What have you been saying?’ JMr.
Holmes replied, that he sent me a copy of
what he had said. I should like to take
this opportunity to thank the Chief Sceratary
for holding up the debate so that I might
have the opportunity to take part in it. He
realised that it would not be possible for me
to do that until I had got my papers to-
gether and I had read what Mr. Holmes and
others bad said. I consider that M.
Holmes improperly criticised BSir James
Connelly by saying what he did, I was a
supporter of Mr. Holmes, and I am still and
I rvemind him that he onee said that
he had to thank Sir James Connolly
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for oceupying the po-ition he is in
to-day. Sir James Connolly has done a
great deal of good fur Western Aus-
tralia and he is anything but the parasite
that my friend Mr. Holmes insinuates he is.
Some fime ago when Sir James was busy
on the scheme for colonising the North he
asked e to let him have my opinion as to
how I thought it would be received. I wroie
to him ~aying that some of his friends were
calling it the Conneliy ramp and that I
considered it was ridienlous o talk about
putting half a million people in the North
in say 12 years when the country should be
attacked from the angles of pastoral de-
velopment, mineral resourees, marine wealth,
with agrienlture to follow. Some people in-
siruated then that Sir James Connolly was
only deing this for what he conld make out
of it. We are fortunate in having in Lon-
don a man like Sir James Connolly to put
forward a modified scheme for the develop-

ment of the northern part of Australia.

Hon. F. Moore: He is diseredited now.
Hon. G. W. MILES: Nobody associated
with Sir .James Connolly, nor Sir Jamei
hnnn  mmirrlfe A

ooy Olllovas

sharp practices as has been said. I shall
read the names of the people who have been
associated with his eolonisation proposals—

Lord Stonmehaven, formerly Governor-General
of the Commonwealth; General Sir George
MceMonn  (Honerary Director of the Chureh
of England Council of Empire Settlement);
Commissioner I). C. Lamb (Salvation Army);
Lord Howard of Penrith; the Hon. Edward
Russell; Mr. LestHe Boyee, M.P.; Commaunder
R. T. Bower, M.P. (Chairman of Land Settle-
ment Committee) ; Sir Frederiek Mills, M.P.;
Sir Clement Kinloch-Cooke (formerly Chair-
man of the Central Emigration Board); Sir
Archibald Weigal (Chairman of the Royal Em-
pire Socicty and formerly Governor of South
Austrnlia); Mr. Vernon A. Mnaleolmsen; Sir
Samuel Wilson (ex-Under Secretary for the
Colonies) :  Adwmiral Sivr Sydney Fremantle;
Admiral Mark Xerr; Sir Burton Chadwick
{Deputy Master of the Honourable Company
of Master Mariners) ; Sir James Connolly; Mr.
G. H. Cholmley: Sir Benjamin Morgan; Mr,
R. L. Gilbert; Sir Martin J. Mclvin; Lieunt.-

Col. P, T. Etherfon; Mr. Cyril Bavin
(Y M.C.AD): Mr. J. P, Mitchell; Mr. S. C.
Magennis; Mr. G, S. Arthur; Mr, G. W.

Watts; Lient.-Col. Edward Lascelles (Orver-
seas League).

Those are the names of the gentlemen on

Sir James Connolly’s commitiee when
efforts were heing made to promote a
schame - for the development of the
Kimberleys. Does not the list I have

[49]
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read show that Sir James Covnolly is not
the man that my friend here hax =aid he is?
My colleague, I am afraid, has said too
wmuch, although in one part of his speech he
declared that there was nothing personal in
his remarks and that he did not like speak-
ing against 4 man in his absence. Perhaps
that was the hon. member’s intention, but T
fail to see that he could have said anything
worse than he actually did about Sir
James Connolly. If Mr. Holmes still be-
lieves what he said in this House about Sir
James Connolly, he should not hesitate to
say it out of the House =0 as to give Sir
James the opportunity to defend himself in
a court of law. I do not mind what anyone
in this House, or out of it, says about me.

Hon. J. J. Holmes interjeeted.

Hon. G. W. MILES: With all due respect
to you who are my colleague——

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must address the Chair and not carry on a
conversation with another member.

Hon. G. W. MILES: All T can say is that
my dear old colleague, the Hon. J. J. Holmes
wenf, ton far in hiz eritisiem of Sir James
Connolly, and T hope that sooner or later he
will sce fit to retract the statements he made.

There has been some talk about pig raising
in the Novth and when that question was men-
tioned my colleague insinuated that it would
be necessary to take wheat from Katanning
to the far North =0 that the pigs might be
fed. I might enlighten my friend by telling
him that pigs bave heen bred in the North
for the past 50 years and, strange to sav,
they were first introduced in the Kimberleys
by a Jew, Mr, Emanuel. The progeny of
those pigs are still there and they have been
killed up to 400 lbs. in weight. T am giving
this information for the benefit of M.
Holmes, to show him that pigs can exist in
the far North on fthe natnral grasses and
that it is not neeessarv for wheat to he taken
to the North from Katanning or anywhere
else.  One does not require very mach
imagination to realise what can be done with
pig Taising in the North if scientifically ecar-
Tied out. T have had some association with
the North dircctly and indirectly sinee the
70’s. and in all probahility the association
rgoes much further back than that of any
other hon. member,

I had the honour of organising a socond
trip through the Kimberleys at the request
of the present Leader of the Opposition,
then Minister for Lands. When T talked the
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matter over with youn, Sir, you said you
would like to go. T said, “Mr. Latham asked
me to arrange the trip, and I will see that
you receive an invitation” 1 at once saw
Mr. Latham and said, “Sir John Kirwan
would like to go on the trip,” and asked him
to invite Sir John and Mr. Wise. Myr. Wise
was then the Government’s tropical adviser.
Mr. Wise and I planned the itinerary and car-
ried out that trip of 5,000 miles to the letter
of the programme. T may recall that Sir
John Kirwan wrote a very hmmorewns hook
describing the trip. Tle told his readers
about Marble Bar, and the story concerning
a resident of Marble Bav who died and
went below, and immediately wired back for
his overcoat. Another resident of Marhle
Bar, rome vears later. was eremated. TFor
some reason or other the door was left open.
and he shouted, “For Heaven's sake shut
the door! Therc is a draught!”

T have here the opimons of experts, since
I know nothing about practical schemes, My
eolleague on my right knows everything. but
nevertheless T want to counter some of his
views, Here is one extraet—

Mr. Easton confirms that pigs do remarkahly
well on the natural grasses and roets. Mr.
Despeissis, late Commissioner for Tropieal
Agricultare to the W.A. Government, says:
““What T have seen leads me to believe that
pigs will be quite as much at home in the
Kimberleys as are eattle, and will be more
profitable to run in well-enclosed and well-
watered paddocks than cither eattle or sheep.’’

Hon. J. .J. Holmes: Pigs have to be fed
on something solid, theugh,

Hon. G. W. MILES: I know that, and
before T close T will show that the Kimber-
leys can grow =o'id stuff to feed them. Con-
cerning the report of Mr, Wise, our Minister
for Agricolture. I shall have something to
say later, and also something regarding the
eablegrams referred to by my colleague. The
chairman of the Buenos Ayres and Pacifie
Railway Company Limited, in his speech at
an ordinary general mecting of shareholders
held at Winchester House on the 6th Novem-
ber, 1934, said—

When I first went to the Argentine, 40 years
or more ago, one mever saw a pig on the ter-
ritory onr line goes through. One wondered
about it, but therc simply were not any,.and
the breeding of pigs in the country is quite a
reeent business. In 1925 the Argentine ex-
ported only 700 tons of pig produce; in 1930
that had risen to 9,500 tons, and last year it
had risen to 20,000 tons.

[COUNCIL.]

I ¢umote that extraet in order to show that
this can be done in the Kimberleys, because
what has heen done in other countries can
be done there. The Argentine, of which that
ratlway chairman speaks thus, was origin-
ally in the same position as the Kimherleys
are in to-day.

Last year T specially went to Queensland
to sce econditions there and compare *hem
with Kimberley conditions. 1 have to thank
Mr. Wise, the Minister for Agriculture, for
letters of introduction, and also to thank
{he Forgan Smith Government for showing
pe Tound. I saw more of Queensland in a
menth  than most  people see in a year.
Twenty years ago I said that pigs could be
grown in the Kimberieys, and that dairying
would flourish there. T was langhed at, and
wag told that this was one of the schemes T
knew nothing about. Those schémes were
frustrated by pessimistic Governments whica
had no time for our North. My pessimistic
eolleague is now about to frustrate my efforts
once more. Tn Queensland people asked me
how the Kimberlevs compared with their
comntry. My reply was that when the late
Alexander Forrest returned from his trip
through the Kimberleys in 1879, he =aid
that he had not been able to get a mile away
from water. That is the eouniry where it
is faid there is no water, and no possihility
of conserving water for irrigation. How-
ever, on Mr. Farrest’s report Queenslanders
came to the Kimberleys and inspected the
countrv. Then they went back to Queens-
land and hrought neross their cattle to the
Kimherleys. accupying 214 vears on the trip.
Yet the Willeoek Government says there is go
land suitable for agricultural development
in the Kimberleys, and that we do not want
that country investizated further. My ecol-
leagne endorses that stand.

There have heen two attempts at the de-
velopment of the North. One is that of the
Yampi comnany. That was not zoing to
cost the State or the Commonwealth a
penny, and it would have resulted in a
thousand people beeoming dependent on the
iron industry, and in the opening of a deep-
water port, a work that wonld be under-
taken by private enterprise. Fifteen years
ago I had a prospect of getting wmillions
invested in our North, but the Mitchell
Government wonld not entertain the grant-
ing of a concession. In the Yampi case no
eoncession is desired. The people have
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their own money. We had an opportunity
to get men of eapiial to investigate the
North. I do think that a eertain cablegram
that was sent to London would not have
been so framed if our Minister for Agri-
culture and the North-West had been
in the State. However, he was on his way
to Colombo. Let me quote another extraci—
" Tt is intercsting to note that this country
attracted attention as long ago as 1863. It
is recorded that the well-known explorer, the
late Mr. Kenneth Brown, and his party re-
corded in their diary that the Glenelg River
district consisted of magnificently grassed
downs, ete., 240ft. above sea level. They
stated: ‘‘We have already seen 300000 acres
of land of the finest quality for grazing, and
although it is now drawing near to the close
of the dry season, clothed with grass of the
most luxuriant growth, The grass seed was at
least 3ft. above our heads. It is the opinion
of us all that the lowest estimate of the
carrying power of this district is a sheep to
the acre; therefore, 300,000 sheep might be
fed on it.’!
Another quotation that T often use is from
the journal of Sir George Grey, dating back
100 years exactly—

in his journal (18388). Sir Georze Grey
makes many references to the rieh basaltie
couniry in the neighbourhood of the Glenelg
River—which he named after the Secretary of
State, and of which he says: ‘‘I have seenm
many Australian rivers, but none to equal this
either in beauty or maguitude.’’

My eolleague savs the rivers there are mere
sandbeds.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: When it is not rain-
ing.

Hon, G. W. MILES: My colleague has
not seen those rivers, and his speech referred
mostly to north-west rivers, and he was
right in what he said about them. Sir Hal
Colebatch, after his tour through the Kim-
berley conntry in 1922, and following the
report of Mr. Easton, who had surveyed that
country, expressed himself as follows:—

Our conception of its poassibilities has been
widened as a result of the expedition recently
undertaken by Surveyor Easton and his party.
This land of big mountain ranges, noble rivers
and fertile soils, eannot f£ail to appeal to the
jmagination of people in the Old Land, whilst
its emptiness and its close proximity to teem-
ing millions of coloured populations elevates
to a position of first-class importance the ques-
tion of whether in the years to come it shall
be to the Empire an oceasion of anxiety and
danger, or a source of houndless wealth and
unlimited oppertunity.

That was what Sir Hal Colebateh said in
1922,
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Hon. J. Cornell: He was at his best.

Hon. . W. MILES: Yes. Now we shall
hear a few words from our former Chief
Secretary, Mr. Drew—

I share the anxiety of my predecessor in

office as to the ultimate fate of this wonderful
tract of country should we fail to take advan-
tage of the great opportunity given us in
making every endeavour to fill its empty spaces
with people of our own kind.
I think I bad better not read what Mr.
Holmes said. The House has heard the hon.
member on the subjeet. Mr. Holmes did
refer to Mr. Wise’s having been for years
the State’s tropical expert and adviser, and
latterly Minister for Agriculture and Minis-
ter for the North-West, and said that the
lion. gentleman had done nothing.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: No; I did net say
that,

The PRESIDENT: I would point out
that conversational discussion makes it highly
difficult for “Hansard” to report the pro-
ceedings.

Heon. G. W. MILES: That is my eol-
league’s fault, Sir.

.y
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Hon. G. W. MILES: During the tea
hour T would like to look up Mr. Holmes’s
speeches, so that I may quote from them
appropriately. My desire is also {o bring
to the attention of hon. members a little of
what Mr. Wise has said. Endeavours were
made hy me to secure the necessary capital
for the development of the North-West.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. G. W. MILES : Before tea, I was re-
ferring to a eomment by Mr, Holines on the
Minister for the North-West. He said—

We talk about the development of the
North. We have Mr. Wise as Minister for the
North-West, a man with a knowledge of fropi-
eal agriculture, and ome would have thought
that he wonld have told Parlinment and the
country what could be done with the Kimber-
leys, but he is silent on the subject just as are
a good many others.

In his report to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in 1929, Mr. Wise made certain reeom-
mendations. I myself have been irying to
arrange finanee to carry out the ideas ex-
pressed by Mr. Wise. The State has not
money to carry out the experiment, nor do
we expect the Siate to find it; but we hope
to be able to induce private enterprise to
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investigate the possibilities of developing
the country. That is the point I want te
make in reply to Mr. Holmes's statement,

I quote now from Commonwealth Jemo-
randum on the Development and Settlement
of North Australia, 1933, which contains a
report, dated the 25th July, 1929, by F. J.
8. Wise, agricultoral adviser, in regard to
“holding” avreas in North Australia adjacent
to Wyndham and the agrienliural prospects
gonerally of such country (Vietoria River
Distriet). Mr. Wise says—

The agricultural survey made would indicate
possibilities with certain of the soils, which,
for agrieultural purposes, may be placed in
four classes, viz, the black soil of the lime-
stone areas, the brown alluvial soils of the Ord
River, the black soils of Argyle, Ivanhoc and
Auvergne (North Australia) and the black
peaty soils of the Pandanus Springs. To
particularise the arens of promise in cach
station thev are hereunder deolt with in detail,

Argyle (im Western Australia, on boundary
of North Australia).—The homestead of this
valuable holding is situated 110 miles from
Wyndham, on the Behn River. There cxists
very extemsive plains of black and brown loamy
soil, richly grassed and very fertile, extending
10 to 15 miles morth-east and south of the
homestead. Adjacent to the Behn River are
contiguous areas, which would approximate
over o quarter of a million acres, on which all
the summer fodder crops hereafter enumer-
ated should flourish and produce immense ton-
nageg annually.

Thig land in its virgin state raises very fat
cattle, and is ciassed by pastoralists as a very
rich belt. The rainfall of Argyle is slightly
lower than that of Wyndham, the average over
40 years being 25 inches. A study of the
fally since 1892 shows that the lowest fall of
14 inches was in 1920, and it would appear
that in every season therc is sufficient rain
to mature short season crops such as millet,
sorghums, cowpeas, and at times early maize.
The months of May to September are often
rainless, which would render lucerne-growing
without irrigation rather precarious.

On Argyle are the largest conjoined arens
in this distriet of fertile arable land whieh is
suited to the raising of fodder crops for graz.
ing for hay or ensilage, and all this land
appears to be well-drained and for the most
part easily ecleared.

Auvergne (North Australia).—. . very
large areas of rich black soil lying between
the Baines River more heavily timbered than
the land on Argyle. This is a very rich pas-
toral area, and with effective subdivision and
provision of water would camy four or five
times its present herd. There are several ex-
tensive plains riehly covered with Flinders
and Mitchell grasses, and which should be well
adapted tn enltivation. One hundred thousand

[COUNCIL.]

acres suited to the growing of the erops men-
tioned in connection with Argyle would be a
conservative estimate. Along the banks of the
many creeks and rivers is tremendous scope
for the growing of valuable grasses. Panicum
muticum growing near the homestead on the
banks of the East Baines River is flourishing,
making a heavy succulent growth over 3 fect
high, being cut daily for feeding to horses.

I visited Queensland with the objeet of ascer-
taining whether we could inangurate some
secheme such as that adopted in the Argen-
tine. In Queensland, blade grass is heing
Ploughed ont and panieum mutienm planted,
The people there are demonstrating that
weaners can be fattened on those grasses
and sold as three-vear-old chillers. That is
the industry T wish to develop in the Kim-
berleys. I now wish to quote the remarks of
Mr. G. A. Hobler, who examined and ve-
ported upon the Kimberleys and adjacent
country in 1920, He was nt the time
Cngineer of Wavs and Works of the Cowm-
monwealth Ratlways. He stated—

The Kimberley and XNontl-West division,
and that portion of the Enastcrn division dealt
with in this report, undoubtedly contain a very
great amount of land with good soil and feed
for stock, good soil for tropical and sub-tropi-
eal agriculture, and large supplies of water
available for comservition tor irrigation, stock
md domestic purposes. hesides considerabls
natural supplics. Tiic country ulse contains,
so far as can reasonably be cstimated and as-
sumed, considerable latent mineral and metal
resources . . With proper development the
country could earry a great population, and
sapport numbers of wealth-producing indus-
tries, adding immensely to the wealth and
revenue of the State of Western Australia and
the Commonwealth as 1 whele. A large extent
of the country is suitable for rloser settle-
ment, and in any development scheme or
schemes this should undoubtedly receive very
earnest attention. There is ample room and
eountry for settlers with small means and for
those with large means . . The country is
not necessarily semsational in its extent of
natoaral value and resources, but is just a por-
tion of the very valuable and large extent of
country which exists to a considerable degree
almost all round the sea coast of Australia
for a good distance inland, and it fully war-
rants opening out and developing in the same
way as many of these other portions of Aus-
tralia have Deen.

T have quoted Mr, Wise, My. Hobler and
also Mr. Easton. My colleague was very
emphatic in statine that rain foll in the
North during only three months of the vear.’
In the Sonth, rainfall, ta be nf real use,
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must occur during the growing period. 1f it
does not, the crops will be a failure. Crops
can be grown in the tropics with the present
rainfall of the Kimberleys. To verify that
statement, T have obtained from the Com-
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monwealth Meteorological Bureau the fol—
lowing information:—

In respomse to your telephoned inquiry to-
day, I have to advise that the monthly and
yearly averages at Wyndham and Derby re-
spectively are as follows:—

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apl. May. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Year. '
Wyndham ... 743 599 466 85 22 15 4 8 46 188 422 2,605
Derby .. 735 573 452 148 73 41 20 10 1 7 86 419 2,885 °

Our farmers in the South would be pleased
to obtain 85 points of rain in Qctober as
finishing rains.

Hon. W. J. Mamn:
fall?

Hon. G, W. MILES: At Wyndham, 26
inches and at Derhy 25 inches. Yet Mr.
Holmes wants members to believe that the
rainfall oceurs in the North only during
three months of the year.

Member: Ts the record you quoted for one
particular year?

Hon. ¢. W. MILES: No. The figures
quoted are monthly and yearly averages.
Since then, Mr. Angelo’s brother, who has
been a pastoralist all his life—a practical
pastoralist, not a city one—

YWhat is the total rain-

Hon, W. J. Mamnn: Is the cvaparation
areat?

Hon, G. W. MILES: It is very great.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The' rainfall on the

Queensland coast is 80 inches.

Haon. & W. MILES: I know that, but in
some portions of Queensland the rainfall is
not more than 23 or 26 inches, vet maize is
grown in that country. Our rainfall is equal
to that, so we eould grow maize in the Kim-
berleys. Mr. Angele said he had inspected
{hree stations and that the number of sheep
the country could earry was astounding. T
could quote extracts from the veports of Mr.
Lefroy and Mr. Hubert Evans, who reported
to the Government upon the possibilities of
that country for sheep-raising.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why have not those men
seitled there?

Hon. G. W. MILES: The hon. member
makes me smile! T am trying to keep cool.
Mr. Angelo stated he visifed threc stations.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Which My. Angelo?

Hon. G. W, MILES: Mr. Alec. Angelo,
I just mentioned that he is the brother of
my colleague on my left. He is a pas-
toralist, a practical pastoralist, who has
“worked on stations sinee the 1890%,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Do not get annoyed.

Hon. G. W. MILES: T am not annoyed,
but had the hon. member listened he would
have heard that. Mr. Angele is making a
report for Melhourne firms, He is astounded
at the quality of the country in these hack
areas. When he set out to inspect the eoun-
try, he was informed that there were no
ronds, 20 he asked for sowe pack-horses. He
was absent for a month, and travelled somo
500 miles. My colleague says I do not knnw,
anything at all about this husiness. I would
say this, however, that any person who haz
had expericntce of the hack country knows.
that horses will make for the sweetest conng
trv. Where horses feed, there is zood conn-.
fry. The horses were found on the roueh
spinifex ridges, where the cattle did not go.
It has been stated, as T said before, that the
country will emrry one sheep to the acre.
In seme parts the conntry will carry a sheep
fo five acves. The Roses have demonstrated
that the country will earry a sheep to three
acres. If water and fodder can be con-
served, and new blood introduced to thn
herds, it the catile are fenced off zo that
they are not all running together and matine
at one period, as many pastoralists allow
their stock to do, and if rhe sheep and eattle
can he mated as they ure in the South, ar
the right period of the vear, we shall have a
better class of stock, such as that on the sta-
tion in which my colleague, with his partner,
was inferested. They introduced new hlood
into their stock, and developed their station.
T ask members to read Mr. Payne’s report,
the latest report of the ¢ommission appointed
by the Commonweatth Government to in-
quire into the development of the North.
That particnlar station, Rosewood, received
£1 per head more for cattle from the Wymnad-
ham Meatworks than did any other station,
simply because money had been invested to
improve the quality of the stock and provide
better fencing. If eapital were brought into
that country the quality of the herds eounld be
improved, and fodder and water conld he
couserved. Fodder ecan he grown in the
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Kimberleys, and its produciion would en-
able chillers to be marketed capable of com-
peting with Argentine meat.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Nobody disputed the
possibilities of the cattle and sheep industries.

Hon. G. W, MILES : But the hon. member
disputed the possibility of the agrieultural
industry in the North. Because wheat and
oats cannot be grown there, it does not fol-
low that other agricultural products cannot
be raised. Fodder can be grown in
the Kimberleys and used to fatten pigs.
In one part of Queensland situated in
the same latitnde as the Kimberleys,
dairying is ecarried .on and butter factories
have been established. We are writing down
and talking down our own country. That
was what the Eastern States Press used to
do by referring to Western Aunstralia as a
desert that could not grow any wheat. T he
licve that AMr. Holmes was a member of a
Ministry when the Premier of the State said
we could not grow suilicient wheat for the
then population, which nnmbered fewer than
200,000 people at the time. When speaking
in Sydnev on that peint, T had to confess
that the hon. member had made a mistake.
Imagine having men of that type governing
the State—men without any confidence in the
couniry!

Hon. J. J. Holmes: T will take all you can
give me.

Hon. @. W. MILES: T am tryving to refute
some of the avenments pat up by the hon
member. I believe that by quoting the rain.
fall figures, T have conclusively refuted one
of his main arguments. Tf Mr. Holmces
could only see what is being done in other
eountries, he would not he so fond of running
down his own country as he is doing. That
is what T ohject to,

Hon. J. T. Holmes: Yon are not getting
very far in tryving to run it wp.

Hon. G. W. MILES: That task is diffienlt
cnough in view of the pessimism of the Gov-
ernment and of my colleague’s attacks on
the North. Mr. Holmes said that we did not
want any people in the Norih.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: When did I say that?

TMon. G. W. MILES: Well the hon. mem-
her said something next door to it.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Be accurate.

Hon. G. W. MILES: T shall endeavour to
he aceurate; I have no desire fo misquote
the hon. member. Mr. Holmes eommented

[COUNCIL.]

ou certuin remarks by Mr. Thomsoen as fol-
lows :—

‘*The Government ought to take advantage
of this development and put Jewish people into
the country.'’ Does the hon, member know
that a combination of people in London did
put a proposal te the Government in respect to
that arca tut it wns turned downt

Hon. J. Comell ; In what paper did that
appear?

Hon. G. W. MILES: That is an extraet
from the hoti. member’s speech.

Hon. J. Cornell: From what are you
quoting?

Houn. (i W, MILES: T was not able to
hear the hon. member's speech, and my only
opportunity to learn what he had said was
by reading “Hansard.” This is copied from
“Hansard.”

Hon. .J. Cornell: You are out of order in
quoting “Hansard.”

Hon. . W. MILES:
order.

Hon. J. Cornell: Ave you not?

The PRESIDENT: T understand that the
lion. member is merely making some inciden-
tal reference to the speech of Mr. Holmes in
order to reply to it.

Hon, G. W, MILES: That is right.

Hon. J. Cornell; He said he copied it ouf
of “Hansard.”

Hon. (+. W. MILES: Anyhbow, I have
read tle passage and shall reply to it.

The PRESIDENT: I am sure the hon.
member knows hetter than to quote from
“Hansard’”™ of the present session.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I am not guoting
trom “Hansard” 1 am permitted to take
extraects and quote from them,

The PRESIDENT: I take it the hon.
member i3 merely quoting some incidental
reference contained in the speech.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Then I shall quote
ne more of what the hon. member said. Let
me now deal with this proposed scheme.
When T rveached London I was approached
by eortain people who wanted information
ns to the possibilities of development in the
Kimberleys.  Sir James Connolly had no-
thing whatever to do with this matter. T
was introduced to the people concerned hy
Sir Howard D’Egville, secretary of the Em-
nire Parliamentary Association, and T rend
the provasal that had been submitted
through the High Commissioner for Aus-
tralia and the Western Austraiian Agent
Goeneral.  After having read the proposal T

I am not out of
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bad a docwment placed in my hands contain-
ing the opinions of a man of vast practical
experience in the North. I kpew nothing
at all about this letter until T reached Lon-
don. The letter was writen by Mr. M. P.
Durack, Perth, a pioneer of the country who,
with others, has been holding this outpost
of Empire for the last 50 years. Mr. Durack
wrote under date, the 25th February, 1938,
to Mr, J. B, Cramsie as follows:—

Your name appears in this morning’s press
in association with the nuestion of Jewish
settlements in the Kimberleys and from which
we gather that yon may have been approached
in this matter.

Tt is, for ns here in Australia, somewhat
difficult to visualise the Jews as associated with
agrieulture or pionecring work, We know
them here in Australia as more associated
partienlarly with trade aml commerce. The
gquestion of the Jews gettling in the Kimher-
leys appears to have some support from the
leaders of the Jewish community here in Porth,
The writer disenssed the matter this morning
with the Rev. Rabbi Freedman, head of the
Jewigh eommunity in Perth. whe apparently
had no misgivings about the agriculfural capa-
bilities of the Jews and instanced what won-
derful work was done in Palestine, mention
ine in n-zrhnnln- vagt marshy lands, which Lo
conturies had remained unutlhsod ad which
in recent vears had been converted into wmost
promising fertile produetive fields. It appears
that there is an organisation in existence which
sees to the training of the men in agricultural
pursuits and ne wmen are aent out on the jand
without this necessary form of traiming, The
Rev. Rabbi is quite satisfied and bas no hesi-
tation in saying that the right 1ype of agricul-
turist is  available and can be obtained in
sufficient numbers. ’

One can visvalise the Jew as patient, pains
taking and eapable of nwuch endurance and
suffering and prepared to pat up with pre-
paratory conditions of hardship to a greater
degree possibly than in the ecase of our own
race. Further, the Jew is perhaps better pre-
pared to take the long.range view and would
not look for that immediate resnlt that we so
often demand or ask for. Tt is the possossion
of such attributes that might qualify the Jews
in making a suecess where the others would
fail.

Young MeDonald, as appears in this mern-
ing’s press. raises the point of no markets for
the agricultural products in Australia or over-
seas, but I think we might safely assume that,
if the goods are produeed. a market will un-
questionably be found. The Kimberleys should
offer multiple avenues for production. Apart
from sheep and eattle, possibilitics which may
he unquestioned there are prospects in pig
raising, maize, pea-nuts and supar growing
along the b-mks of the Ord River and the Vic-
toria River, where we bhave such prolifie and
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profuse growth of the sugar grass indigenous
to the country. There are, too, the possibili-
ties of tung oil and fibres as mentioned by you.
Another highly probable produet is that of
soya bean, which would find a rteady morket
in Anstraln and which has been so profitably
grown in the United States of Ameriea.

It is said that some of our heavy blaek soils
of the Kimberleys hear striking resemblance
to that of Manchukuno, where the soya bean is
extensively grown and regarded as a most
valuable product.

From the varions correspondence in  re-
lation to the Kimberleys exchanged be-
tween vour worthy self and our firm, and from
vour own practical experience of the North,
you have all the necessary data and parti-
culars that wonld qualify yon in advising with
respeet to the pessibilities of Jewish settle-
ment for the Kimberleys,

With the approval of the Commonwenlth as
to the entry of the Jews into Neorth Australia,
there should he little or no diffienlty in proeur-
ing the necessary areas required for such a
proposal.

We wonld he pleased to hear from you at
any time as to how you view the prospeects.

The reply to Mr. Durack’s letter, dated the
2nd March, 1938, read—

I have to acknowledge receipt of your favour
of 25th ult.. which thic
ing, ecovering ecopies of cuttings from West
Australinn papers of similar date, in eonnee-
tion with the settlement of the Jews in Nor-
thern Australia. T am enclosing copies of
two articles whieh appeared in the ‘‘Sydney
Morning Herald’’ of that date and which deal
more extensively with the proposal.

During the past twelve months T have been
approached by representatives of the Jewish
fraternity for advice in eonnection with colon-
teation scheme for members of their frater-
nity, and have provided full plans and reports.

During my two world tours, the last of
which ocenpied two vears, T examined colon-
isation sehemes in the Argentine, Urugnay,
Brazil, US.A. and Canada, and came to the
conelusion that while individwal migration
might prove suceessful, there was little doubt
that colenisation properly direeted and soper-
vised wonld prove not only valuable to these
who were indneed to take part, but also to our
great Commonwealth.

I have carefully examined the methods of
enlonisation in the Argentine and found that
great suceess had invariably accompanied their
efforts, and nfter a few vears, with the assis-
tance of soil experts, irrigation experts and
tropical production experts, these men were
producing prolific erops of produets which
were marketed en masse after being carefully
graded, with the result that maximum values
were sccured. Again, I carefully studied the
irrigation scheme and resultant production at
Tenver City, at the foothills of the Rocky
Mountains in the U.8.A., where a commission
secuted control of the snow waters from the
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Rockies, und laid down the scheme for the
irrigation of a luge area, mueh of which is
second-class country but has proved the most
remarkable suceess.

With regard to Jews, I have always under-
stood that they originally were agriculturists,
and mnder most difficult conditions had pro-
duced prolific ¢rops with the crude machinery
of those days. I wmn confident, if a colonisa-
tion scheme of some 5,000 families were care-
fully selected, there is mno reason to believe
that a young Jew would not be as sueccessful
ag his pioneer forefathers, -

AMr. MeDonald raises the question of mar-
kets; this question is always put forward when-
ever inereased and improved production and
development are mentioned, If the world’s mar-
kets at the present time are saturated with
primary produoets (which I am confident is in-
correct} what chance will there ever be of us
developing this great Commouwealth, which
by proper methods of intemse eultivation, im-
proved pasturce and irrigation could be made
to produce at least 100 per cemt. more than
it does to-day?

For fifty years I have been interested in
pastoral and agricultural produetion in Aus-
tralia, and in the marketing of this preduction,
and never have I found our produets to he un-
saleable. T am one of thosc who believe if the
world were properly fed, we counld at least pro-
duce 50 per cent. mofe than we now use, with-
out affeeting price values in the markets to-
day in any degree. I have repeatedly stated
the fact that if all our people were back at
work and the hasic wage increased by 10s.
per week, the local market would absorh the
whole of our present exportable surplus of
wheat, and we would have nothing to export.

I do not know what qualifications Mr. Me-
Donald as for stating the Kimberleys would
not he suitable for n Jewish settlement. Had
he travelled the world as I have, and made a
study of these colomisation schemes, he would
recognise the faet that there is searcely any
country in the world where water is available
and a rensomable rainfall is assured, where
colonization cannot be made highly successful.

I would not nnticipate that these ecolonists
would become wealthy; I would anticipate
they would be able to provide for themselves
and their families n comfortable living, pro-
ducing most of their food requirements in
their eolony, and at the end of the year, with-
out having been faced with the fear of um-
employment during the whole of that period,
would be in a econsiderably hetter financial
condlition than the hasic wage earncr of to-day,
who has to support a wifg and family of two
children in our principal eities.

Apart from the faet, as you say, that ecaiile
and sheep raising could be included in a minor
degree, pig and poultry raising, growing of
principal fibres, cultivation of dates and other
desert fruit, tung oil, soya bean, and dozens of
other tropical produets could be grown, and
wnder a eolonisntion scheme  the neeessary
plant far the manufacture of many of these
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raw materials could Le acquired and operated,
enabling the production of large quantities of
products which would replace many of those
imported into Australia to-day.

Mr. McDonald need have no fear that pre-
sent lessees would be unfairly treated; such a
colonisotion scheme carried out in his loeality,
instead of adversely affecting him, would nct
entirely in the reverse way and possibly im-
prove the value of his lands, four or five fold.

I have no time for the wman who says a pro-
pesal such as this cannot be carried out. It
certainly cannot be done by pessimists, but in
the hands of optimists, possessing ecommon
sense, such a scheme could not only be made
suecessful, hut the greatest ndvertisement Aus-
tralia ecould ever have,

In the near future, a great deal more will
be heard of these schemes, and I may say while
preparing my reports, I was also approached
by oamother religious organisation who are in-
terested in a proposal of a similar type, and
are giving very serious comsideration to same
at the present time, You wonld be surprised
to see the immense amount of data, maps and
reports which have already been sent forward
in connection with these proposals, but suech
important proposals take time and I do not
anticipate anvthing definite before the end of
the present vear. You can rest assured, colon-
isation schemes properly directed and super-
viged would do much more towards developing
and populating Awustralia than the present
spasmodic methods of migration,

That is the eorrespondence between two
practical men—Mr. M. P. Durack and Mr.
J. B. Cramsie.

Hon. J. Cornell: Do they know the posi-
tion of the wheat farmer in this State?

Hon. &. W. MILES: I suppose so. While
we have pessimists and creoakers, the inter-
ests of the State will never be advanced.
Dhuring the course of the debate, referenees
were made to a map we exhibited here some
years ago. That map, which was reproduced
from a Japanese magazine, was 6 ft. widr
Tt showed various European eountries and
their nationals fitted in along the coastline
of Australin and served to indicate that
while the Japanese were teaching their chil-
dren all about Australia and its possibilities,
our own people were talking and writing
adversely about the country, as some mem-
bers of this House have talked during the
present dehate. Attention was drawn to my
reference to 6,000,000 or 8,000,000 Japanese
habies: that was a misquotation,  The
fioures showed that the 1,000,000,000 in-
cluded all tvpes of eoloured people ard
that their numbers were increasing af the
rate of 5.000,000 each vear. That was the
ohject of the publication of the map. and
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served to indicate the nevessity for develop-
ing and peopling the must vulnerable spot
in the Empire—North Aunstralia.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Qur object was fo
keep the Japanese out. not to bring them in.

Hon. G. W. MILES: And the object of
this move was not to bring them in, but to
allow their ships to wo to Yampi Sound,
jJust as they ave allowed to go to Fremantle
or Sydney.

Hon. J. Cornell:
Japanese to land?

Hon. G. W. MILES: Our White Aus-
tralia policy will pot permit of that.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They witl land =all

allow the

Why not

right.

Hon. @ W, MILES: Tf the northern
parts of the State were handed over
to the Commonwealth, as they should

have been wvears ago, there wonld he no
argnment hetween the State and the Com-
monwealth as to whose was the duty to
protect our shores. [ have been striving
along these lines fur the past 20 vears
and I am glad to see that at last some people
are adopting my point of view. In faet, T
congratulated Mr. Holmes on an article of
his that appeared in the Press in Febrnary
last. He was on richt lines then.

Another phase has heen referred to,
namely, the rainfall in North Australia. If
T remember aright, one hon. member inter-
jJected that the rain in the Kimberleys fell
in a period of three months and as much
as 12 ineches might fall in one dav. That
is quite all right. If a fall of 12 inches were
recorded in one day, it would be so much
easier to conserve the water than if lighter
rain fell at intervals during the vear. In
1922 we engaged engineers to estimate the
possibilities of water econservation in the
vicinity of Yampi Sound. We had worked
out & scheme, znd the engineers were asked
to investigate the possibility of harnessing
the tides. At present that is not pessible
but the engineers are cxperimenting. If it
were found possible to harness the tides,
ample power would he provided for all the
requirements of the North-West. Three
rivers discharge their water into Walcott
Tnlet, namely, the Calder, the Charnley and
the Tsdell. The watershed there is very ex-
tensive, and with an average rainfall of he-
tween 40 and 50 inches, it has been estimated
that 300,000,000,000 cubie feet of water are
discharged into the inlet. Even if that quan-
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tity were halved, it would wmean that
150,000,000,000 cubic feet of water run into
Waleoit Inlet from those vivers. Refer--
ence was made to coping with the water
problem and the necessity for keeping the
water ont, as well as in, was emphasised, 13
not that done in other parts of the world?
Of course, it is!

After reviewing the whole Jewish settle-
ment proposal, I stated my views and what T
thonght were those of Australin on the sub-
jeet. I pointed ont that under any sueh
scheme the men would have to be
land workers who were capable of under-
taking agricnlbural activities, I further
pointed out that if any suech scheme
were adopted, the persons who came ount
would have to hecome Australian eifi-
zens. What was the proposition? Those
people wanted to send out a mission to in.
vestigate the Kimberley country. I cabled
to the Minister for the North-West (Mr.
Wise), under date the 24th June, 1938, as
follows :— '

Strongly support Jewish Kimberley scheme

suinniited to Apgent General, Their financial
position sound. Please show Holmes and .An-
gelo.  Suopply copy proposals Durack  and
Henry Gregory. Your Government’s reply nr-
gently required. Conference Page next weck.
Commonwealth approval essential.
I understand the Minister was away at the
time, but T did not find that out until later.
I thought he could not have been present at
the Cabinet meeting at which it was decided
to send a cable to the Agent-General for
despatch to me in the following terms:—

Please communicate following to Miles:

Kimberley area unsuitable agricultural settle
ment. Proposal Jewish missien investigation
not warranted. Writing. Willeock, Premier
of Western Anstralia.
These Jewish people proposed to seml ont a
mission to ascertain if it were possibie to take
np an area in the North-West and develop
the land along the lines suggested hy experts.
It was to that proposal that the Govern-
ment’s reply referred. I then cabled to the
Premier as follows:—

Astounded your cable which stuliifies Wise
1929 report published Commonwealth memoe-
randum 1933. Regret his illness.

The report I referred to was that furnished
by the Minister for Agriculture (Mr. Wise),
which I have read to members. Mr. Wisa
said that the North-West was eapable of
agricultural development and nrged that
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experiments be earried out. These people
proposed to send out o mission to ascertain
if what the cxperts said was right and
whether the land could be developed by
means of the eattle, sheep and other indus-
tries suitable to the North. That proposal
was turned down. The day on which |
despatehed my ecable to the Premier—that
was on the 30th June, 1938—1I sent the fol-
lowing cable to My, Holmes:—

See Premier’s astounding eable stultifying

Wise’s 1929 report published Commonwealth
memorandum 1933, alse Cramsie’s ecorrespon-
dence Durack March, Inform Gregory.
That was the correspendence I wanted M
Holmes to see. I de not know whether he
did see it. I also cabled Mr. Gregory,
M.H.R., at Canberra as follows:—

Holmes supplying copy Willcock’s eable

stultifying Wise’s 1929 report published
Commonwenlth memorandum 1933, See Cram-
pie's correspondence Durack, March.
Then there was the astounding cable that
nearly knocked me off my feet—the sort of
thing that makes it necessary for a man to
go to bis club and take something to steady
his nerves.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Did vou get over
it?

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes. This is the
eable I received from Mr. Holmes—

Regret must endorse Premier’s cable.
ing.

Hon. J. Cornell: A statesmanlike reply.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes, a statesmanlike
reply—in the opinion of pessimists and lit-
tle Australians. That is the attitude of men
who are not even seccssionists. Yet they
talk about an Empire vision or an Austra-
lian vision.

Hon. G. Fraser: It is something new for
Mr. Holmes to endorse a Government pro-
posal.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Why spread the
reports of the pessimists?

Hon. G. W. MILES: I want to show what
harm has been done, in the hope that those
people will return to the straight and nar-
row path.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: But why repeat
this, if it is so harmful?

Hon. G. W. MILES: I wish to refute a
statement made in this Honse o the effect
that the Kimberleys did not eomprise coun-
try worthy of anything beyond sheep, eattle
and minerals. What I have quoted serves
to prove my contention that it is necessary

Writ-
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for people to come bere to investigate the
position for themselves. Mr. Parker asked
why [ quote the views of pessimists and lit-
tle Australians. If we canunot influence these
people to hand over the North to the Com-
monwealth, we should do what we ean to re-
fute what is suggested by the Labour Gov-
ernment, with the support of my colleague
Mr. Holmes and aided by the pessimistic Mr.
Cornell. After all, there is only an imagin-
ary line between the Kimberleys and the
Northern Territory.

Hou. G. B. Wood: If this is so advantage-
ous, why was not something done hefore?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Yes, you have heen
wasting time for 25 years.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I have been up
against croakers and pessimists! That is
the only reason why I have-wasted time.
Here is the reply that Mr. Gregory received
from the Premier—

Your telegram 27th, Have to-day eabled

Miles as follows:—Kimberley area unsuitable
agricultural settlement proposal. Jewish mis-
sion investigation not warranted.
The point I want to emphasise is that the
Government, of which Mr, Wise is 8 mem-
ber as Minister for Agrieulture, issued an
ultimatum that sought to prevent an investi-
gation by a mission, the object of which was
to aseertain whether the country was all that
Mr. Wise claimed. I regret that Mr. Wise
was away from Perth at that time, for T am
convineed the Government would not have
sent such a communication had he been pre-
sent at the Cabinet meeting.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You know what Mr.
Wise told the North-West Committee,

Hon. G. W. MILES: [ showed what Mr.
Wise said in his cvidence, and the hon, mem-
ber will not take any notice of that evidenee.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You read what suits
you.

Hon. (i. W, MILES: I do not. T showed
what Mr. Wise said regarding the Kimber-
leys. At any rate, I intend to finish with
this subject. On the 30th June last T re-
ceived the following letter from the secro-
tary to the Agent GGeneral—

I have to advise you that the following cable
has to-day been received from Parliament
House, Canberra:— *Advise Miles Willeoek
opposed Jewish scheme, Gregory.”’

Hon. J. Cornell : Why Mr, Gregory? Why
not Mr. Green, who represents that part of
Weastern Australia?
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Hon. G. W. MILES: 1 despatched a com-
munieation te Mr. Gregory regarding the
Jewish mission and I looked to my colleagnes
for support, bui I found Mr. Holmes was a
bad oppositionist. On the 28th June, 1938,
the Prime Minister wrote 1o Mr. Gregory
as follows:—

With reference to representations made to
you by Mr. Miles respecting the question of
the settlement of Jews in the EKimberley dis-
triet, I desire te inform you that it is under-
stood that certain proposals of this nature
have been submitted to the Government of
Western Australia by the ‘ Freeland’’ League
for Jewish Territorial Colonisation, London.
Particulars of the proposals have also been
brought to the notice of the Commonwealth
Government through the High Commissioner
in London.

You will doubtless appreciate fhat the ques-
tion of settlement in the Kimberley distriet is
one which primarily ¢oncerns the Western Aus-
tralian Government. I therefore recently ad-
dressed a communication to that Government
seeking its views in regard to the project.

Mpr. Gregory, in replying fo my eable, sent
the tollowing communication, dated the 30th
June, to me from Canberra:—

I have received your cable in connection
with the proposal to mduee the settlement of
Jews in the Kimberley distriet. I at once got
in touch with the Prime Minister, and also
wired to the Premier of the State. I enclose
replies from which you will note that Mr. Will-
cock is oppesed to any action, and that the
Federal Government will only take action at
the instance of the State, so I assnme that
the refusal of these anthorities will make it
impossible for you to carry out your project.

The cable messages prevented these per-

sons from investigating the possibilities
of the Kimberleys. People think the
Jews are not agricnlturists, and in-

sinnate thal they are only city dwel-
lers. The pioneer of our light lands in the
Great Southern is a Palestine Jew. He ar-
rived here with £100 and seven children,
Before the depression he was worth £10,000,
Some of this money has gone, but he is doing
well again now. This shows that Jews are
agriculturists.

Hon., J. Cornell: That one Jew is.

Hon. G. W. MILES: There are many
others.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: There are three
hrothers, who are all sueeessful.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Jews have done
wonderful work in Palestine. I met the
¢hief econstable at Notiingham. He had
ecome from that part of the world, and told
me that the temperature in the Jordan
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Valley was 130 degrces in a humid atmos-
phere. The coastal femperature in the
Kimberleys goes up to 30 or 90 degrees,
but there is no comparison between the cop-
ditions there and in Palestine. Nearer the
eoast in the Kimberleys the atmosphere be-
comes more humid, but Jews are developing
land in Palestine under conditions far less
tolerable than are those in the Novth of this
State. T hope the Government will do some-
thing to encournge these people to look at
the country. When they have done so, they
may start out in a small way to improve the
eaftle-raising industry and establish the shoep
and pig-raising induostries, as well as embark
upen conservation of fodder, water-supply
undertzkings, and the like. T am glad some
members agree that the North should be
handed over to the Federal authorities.
Already they have shown their readiness to
assist in the development of the North by
giving rebates of taxation that cannot be
given to a State or portion of a State,

I do not think there is anything politieal
about this vesolution, If a National Gov-
ernment had hecn in power in Western

Asvetwnlia
LANSAR8aG,

it duly would have beeu v de
everything possible to have the embargo
lified, so that the Yampi business might
proceed. The emhargo prevents the opening
up of a deep-water port in the West Kim-
berleys, a port that would maintain more
than a thousand people. The undertaking
would not eost the Government a penny,
but would be of great henefit in de-
veloping that portion of Australia. The
present position constitutes a great dis-
ability for Western Australia. The em-
bargo will be litted sooner or later. Why
not let the business go on now. If, later
on, it was desired to restrict the output
of iron ore, that could be done. Meanwhile
the development at Yampi Sound has been
stopped. When the time comes to lift the
emhargo and resume the export of iron ore
from Australia, the Eastern States will get
the benefit of the whole business. Before
the embargo was imposed last year, the
Broken Hill Proprietary Company was ex-
porting 200,000 tons of ore to Japan, and
England was supplying that country from
the Malay States. We have certainly lost
an opportunity to open up and develop the
Yampi arer. For thizs reason T hope the
House will concur in the Assembly’s resoln-
tion. If members are not satisfied with the



1340

wording, that can he aliered, In the resolu-
.tion T see no reflection npon the Federal
Government. I see only a protest eoncern-
ing a great disability that has been imposed
‘upon Western Australia. The amendment is
not worthy of consideration. It is not pos-
sible to caleulate the harm that has heen
done by this restriction and by retarding the
development of the North. T am opposed
to the amendment, but support the motion.

On motion by Hon. E. M. Heenan, debate
adjourned.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading—Defented.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West—in reply) [8.22]: To under-
stand the opposition to this Bill is difficalt.
Mr. Seddon, Mr. Cornell and Mr. Nicholson
have stated that its enactment would have
the effect of depriving quite a number of
widows of their means of livelihood. One
would conclude from the remarks of those
members that the by-laws of the loeal autho-
rities governing the conduct of hoarding
houses are particularly severe and unreason-

able. Referring to Lhe position that would
obtain if this measure beeame law, M.
Nicholson said—

The premises would immediately beecome sub-

ject to all the restrieiions and requirements
laid down in the Act, and the occupant would
have to comply with this, that and the other
regulation, and in the end she would probably
be distracted. Consequently, instead of mak-
ing a few shillings a week out of hoarders,
she would probably bc suffering a loss after
having paid fees and complied with regula-
tions.
If the Bill is earried, the only hardship that
will be suffered by the hoarding-house keeper
will he the payment of the registration fee,
Any loeal authority conld make a by-law
to register these cstablishments free of
charge. That is all there is in the Bill.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Does the award

eover hoarding houses?

The HONORARY MIXISTER: No
award is affected by the Bill. It will enghle
local authorities to aseertain  where these

hoarding houses are and to have them cffi-
cienily inspected.

Hon. .J. M. Macfarlane: To keep
within hounds.

them
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The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes. T
am surprised that My, Nicholson should
make the statement he did. Evidently he
did not properly consider the effeets the
Bill would have, or vead the by-law con-
cerned, In this particular matter his opinion
may he disregarded.

Registration fees ave fixed by the local
health authorities. The Perth City Council.
the Perth Road Board, the Cottesloe Mani-
eipal Council and the Subiaco Municipal
Couneil prescribe the fees set forth in
Schedule G to Part VI of Series A of the
Model By-laws gazetted pursuant to Section
203 of the Health Act. The relevant seale
of fees is as follows:—

When the maximum number of lodgers to he

aceommodated does not exceed 20—10s. per
annum,

When the maximum exceeds 20—£1  per
annum,

Hon. L. Craig: Is there any real neces-
sity for the Bill?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It will
enable loeal authorities efficiently to super-
vise all boarding houses.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Is the position not
already sufficiently covered?

Hon. A. Thomson: How many local autho-
rities are concerned?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T under-
stand that amongst others the Perth City
Couneil and the Geraldton Municipal Coun-
cil are concerned. Requests have heen made
for the registration of hoarding houses in
which there is only one boarder. The Fre-
mantle and Kalgoorlie counetls charge =
flat rate of 10s. per vear, and so far as can
be ascertained, this is the seale of fees pre-
seribed by local authorities in other parts
of the State. The “restrietions and rvecuive-
ments” mentioned by Mr. Nichelson are not
sach that their observance would impose
havdship on anv ordinary housewife. T
have here a copy of fhe model by-laws that
form the hasis of the general hodv of regu-
lations governing thiz matter in all parts of
the State. Any membher who peruses them
will find thex have heen designed merely to
ensuve that every hoardinehouse-keeper shall
have proper regard for the narmal require-
ments of health and zanifation. Thex pro-
vide, inter alia. that—

(2) No keeper of a bouaveling house  shit!

permit a greater numher of persons fo necunv
any sleeping apartment in such liouse at anv
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oue time than will admit of any such person
having at least 500 cubic feet of air space.

(b) AN sleeping apartments are to be cer
tified for that purpese.

(¢) Fresh bed linen and towels shall be
provided once & week.

(d) Floors, passages oud stairways shall be
kept thoroughly clean and waghed once a week.

{e¢) Rooms and their contents are to be
cleansed and disinfeeted whenever an inspector
directs,

(f) Sufficient lavatory appliances and clean
wiater and soap are to be provided.

Further provisions relate to disinfecting
where an inmate contracts an infectious
discase, the scrubbing of privies, and so on.
The Bill will ensure that the public is
properly safeguarded.

Hon. A. Thomson: Has that just been dis-
covered after all these years?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I cannot
understand why members continnally op-
pose all health reguiations, ete., that are
brought into this Chamber. This is a
simple measure.

Hon. A. Thomson: Then why bring it in?

The HONORARY MINISTER: When
the Perth City Counecil, the Geraldton
Municipal Couneil and other local authori-
ties require the passing of legislation to
protect the public, it is our duty to give it
to them.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I understoed that
loeal authorities had denied that they
wanted this amendment.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr, Mac-
farlane has already made a personal ex-
planation on that subject, and stated that
the amendment was required by the Perth
City Council. He finished up hy support-
ing the Bill. Surely we cannot ignore the
Perth City Council.

Hon. J. Nicholson: No one is required to
Jive in a private house that is not registered
as a boarding-house.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Verv
often no other acconunodation is available.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is a reason for
not passing the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The pub-
lic is entitled to proper protection. The
by-laws also stipulate that no premises
shall be registered as a boarding house
unless-—

(1) The external walls and rpof thercof are
weatherproof.

(2) The inner surface of all walls is so con-

structed that they cam be washed.
(2) The walls are Jdamp-coursed.
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(4) The passages are 4 feet in width.

(5) Stairwaya are provided with handrails,

(6} Proper sanitary convemicuces are pro-
vided.

(7) Every internal wall is complete from
floor to ceiling.

(8) Every part of the floor, if of wood, is
at least twelve inches above the ground.

The Eill is a reasonable one and should
have the support of members.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. . 12
Noes . 13
Majority against .. 1
AYES.
Hon, E, H. Angelo Hon, J, M, Macfarlane
Hon, L. Craig Hon. T. Mocre
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon, H. 8. W, Parker
Hon, E. H, Gray Hon. H. V., Piense
Hon. E. M, Heenan Hon. C, H, Wittenpom
Hon, W. H. Kitson Hon. G. Fraser
(Peller..
NoEs.

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L. B. Rolton
Hon, J. Cornell

Hon. E. H. H. Hall
Hnn, V. Hamersley
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. W, J. Mann

Hon. G. W. Miles

Hon. J. Nicholson

Hon, H, Beddon

Hon. A. Thomson

Hoa. G. B. Wood

Hon. H. TucHey
(Teller.}

Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated.

BILL—LOCAL COURTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H, 8. W, PARKER (Metropolitan-
Soburban) [8.35]: The object of the Bill is
to give more latitude to those people whe
incur debts, and whe do not intend to pay.
At the presenf time, certain articles are
saved from seizure hy the bailiff. It is well
to understand exactly what this means. If
a person owes 4 debt, never mind what it be
for, a summons is first of all issued and the
person has five days in which he can give
notice that he intends to defend the aetion.
If he does so, it takes anything from a month
to two months before the case is heard, Then,
as soon as the case comes to trial, judgment
may be given against him, and the suceessful
party may immediately issue a warrant of
exeention. That iz handed to the bailiff in
the course of a dayv or two. and the bailiff
eoos along and seizes. e is not, however,
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permitted to seize wearing apparel to the
value of £5; he is not permitted to seize any
of the wife’s goods. When we come to think
of it, no one would atiempt at any time to
seize wearing apparel of the members of a
family for the simple reason that it would
not be possible to get anything for it if an
attempt were made to sell it. Bedding to
the value of £5 is mentioned. If a person
has much bedding, he ecan probably afford
to pay his debts. If one can go into any
place where there are implements of trade,
the value of £3 is mentioned. That is the
seecondhand value, and it can be realised what
the secondhand value would be.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Who would valne it?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER : The same per-
son who would value it at perhaps £25. But
the position is that the bailiff can say it is
worth more than £5. The magistrate, how-
ever, decides the matter. The amount of £5
is fixed definitely. The bailiff is not going
to take any risks, and the position as it
exists has worked out very well in the past.
A sale takes place only in the case of people
who will not and do not intend to pay their
debts. The effect of the Bill is to protect
the dishonest person. The honest person en-
deavours to pay his debts, and he is not
pressed by his creditors. From the 1st
January, 1937, to the 26th September, 1938,
a period of 21 months, there were 2,326 war-
rants issued out of the Loeal Court, and the
number of sales effected in that period was
only 32, approximately 1.35 per cent. So it
will be seen that the warrant of execution is
never used except as a last resort. What
happens is that when a man owes money and
will not pay, he is taken before the court and
examined as to his means. Tt is then learnt
what goods and chattels he has. If it is
found that he has a motor car, or something
of the kind, it is seized and sold, becanse he
will not pay his debt. I have a ceriain
amount of sympathy for creditors, and my
experienes over a number of vears is that
ereditors do not put a bailiff into a man’s
house except as a last resort. If, as ix sug-
gested by the Bill, we are to make the figure
£50 instead of £3, it will practically mean
that o man on the basie wage, with the whole
of his effects in his house, will have those
effects virtnally free from seizure. Then he
can pat his fingers to his nose and say, “I
am not going to pay you.” The threat, or
call it what we will does get the money for
the creditor, and T wounld far rather the
ereditor received what was due to him than
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that he should he forced to seize a man's
goods. I eannot see any reason for increas-
ing the amount, which will only give the dis-
honest debtor a greater opportunity to avoid
the payment of his debts. Furthermore, it
may have the effect of limiting very eonsid-
erably the credit that is given by the small
storekeeper fo the small man., The small
storekeeper will not give eredit to a man if
he knows that the man’s goods are not liable
to execution in the event of judgment. The
Bill is not a good one, and I shall vote
against it.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [844]: I in-
tend to support the Bill. Members will find
it is a very reasonable request to make.
The first portion seeks to make an altera-
tion from £5 to £25 in respect of bedding.
I ask members to visualise how much bed-
ding would he worth £5 to-day.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Secondhand bed-
ding.

Hon. G. FPRASER: 7Yes, secondhand.
That is hardly the price of ome lot of
decent hedding. Decent hedding to-day costs
€7 15s, or certainly nothing under £5.
Secondhand prices would represent half of
those amounts. And that is for the mattress
only.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: A secondhand
mattress has no value.

Hon. G. FRASER: The amount does not
take into consideration the other part of the
bedding at all. TFive pounds worth of hed-
ding to cover a family’s beds! The figure
is preposterous.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: The amount re-
quired for hedding depends how many there
are in the family.

Hon. &. FRASER: Suppose there are
three in the family. The amount allowed
for bedding wonld be £7 or £8. Whatever
the cost of new hedding may be, secondhand
prices must also be on the increase. FEvid-
ently the amount of £5 is ridiemlously in-
sufficient. The eonly material alteration
made by the Bill relates to the value of
tools of trade. T may also mention the in-
clnsion of household furniture and appli-
ances, The principal Aet covers bedding,
but not the bedstead. Surely to heaven we
will not allow the bedstead to be taken
away! I have no sympathy for the person
who will not pay, but I have a great deal of
sympathy for the person who, through forece
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of eir¢umstances, cannot pay. Only a person
who ecannot pay will allow matters to go to
extremes. The Acl as it stands is absurd
from the aspect of protection. Certainly
a decent ercditor wounld not take bedsteads
and things of that deseription. We need
not legislate for him, but there are some
vultures who would take anything and
everything, and protection is needed ngainst
them. Mr. Parker quoted the Act as pro-
tecting tools of trade to the value of £5. The
Bill seeks to raise the margin of protection
to £25, which is only reasonable. To leave
2 carpenter £5 worth of his tools of trade
is ridienions. That is equivalent to taking
away his means of livelihond. The Aet
mizht just as well allow all fools of trade
to bhe scized. The value of a carpenter’s
tools of trade to-day is £40 or £50. Mr.
Thomson, T understand, was engaged in that
line of industry at one time.
Hon. A. Thomson: He is now.

Hon. G. FRASER: Mr. Thomson seems
not to be a man having any knowledge of
the present-day cost of a carpenter’s outfit.
T happen to have a son serving his appren-
ticesmp to that trade, and I know the value
of the tools. The margin of £25 is perfectly
reasonable, and T daresay that what applies
to carpenters applies to other tradesmen.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: One tradesman would
only want a pair of snippers and a soldering
iron.

Hon. G. FRASER : That would be a bush
plumber, the kind of man the hon. member
would want to engage. A reputable pluim-
ber’s tools of trade cost a substantial amount.
Little change is proposed by the Bill, and
it would infliet no hardship on any decent
creditor. There may be some objection as
regards household furniture, but I assume
that the term covers such things as I have
mentioned, hedsteads and other necessary
furniture. There may be extras in the home
which conld be seized upon, but certain types
of furniture no creditor should be permitted
to seize, because his doing so would inflict
nndue hardship on families who probably
are not in a position to pay. What the Bill
asks is so slight that I feel sure hon. mem-
bers, upon studying the matter, wonld pass
the measure. I support the second reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West) [8.52]: I support the Bill,
Tts ohject is to prevent distressing instances
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that do occur, aithough but rarcly. Some-
thing must be done to protect persons who
find themselves in trouble of this charaecter.
What My. Parker has stated as to there be-
ing only 22 such cases on record is a tribute
to the commercial community. I would like
to know how many business men are involved
in those 22 instances. I believe their num-
her to be eonsiderably Jess than that of the
instances, However, it is the class of trader
or business man actually concerned that we
want to stop.

Hon, H, 8. W, Parker; Probably they are
pot business people at all. Goods and
chattels may be scized for motor accident
damages.

The PRESIDENT : Order! I must ask the
hon. member to stop interjecting.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Seizures
are generally made by private individuals
whom most people hold in contempt. How-
ever, that section is determined to get its
money irrespective of evil results to the
community. 1 repeat, it is a tribate to
Waestern Australia that the number of such
creditors here 15 so small. Nevertheless,
people in diffienlt cirecumstances should be
protecred hy a Bill of this charaeter.

On motion by Hon, J, Nicholsen, debate
adjourned.

BILL—PARKS AND RESERVES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [B.55] in
moving the sceond reading said: At the out-
sot | eommend the provisions of the Bill to
the House. The Parks and DReserves Act
was passed as far back as 1895, and in the
interin has never been amended. I under-
stand, however, that snceessive Qovernments
have received departmental recommendations
to the effect that in view of the lapse of
time and the change in eircumstances certain
amendments should be made. It is an extra-
ordinary fact that 75 or B0 per cent. of the
members of both Houses of this Parliament
did not know under which Act the State
Gardens Board was appointed. The amend-
ing Bill will affect four hoards—the State
Gardens Board, which was appointed by Sir
James Mitchell on the 17th December, 1920;
the King’s Park Board, which was first ap-
pointed on the 24th January, 1896; the Rott-
nest Board, which was first appointed on the
18th May, 1917; and the Caves and Reserves
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Board of Control, which has the management
ot State Hotels, and which was first ap-
pointed on the 20th November, 1914. The
present position is that Seection 3 of the
principal Aets gives the Governor power, for
the purpose of eontrolling and managing
parks and reserves, to appoint persons to
form boards of parks and reserves, and to
appoint the president of any such board, and
from time fo time to cancel and revoke such
appointments and fill up vacancies, and to
appoint each board to control such parks
and reserves as be may from time to time
decide. One-third of the members of such
a board constitutes a quornm for the transae-
tion of husiness,

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
one man, in that case.

Hon. J, CORNELL: The first amendment
proposed by the Bill is that no quornm
shall consist of fewer than two members of
the hoard. To-day only two members con-
stitute the State Gardens Board. Let me
say right heve that persoually I have noth-
ing but the best of feeclings and the greatest
respect for the members of the State Gardens
Board. However, fwo members consiitute
the board, and one can form a quornm. The
Bill proposes that not fewer than two shall
form a quornm. The passing of the Bill
would mean thai the present State Gardens
Board could not funetion unless hoth its
members were present. IHowever, there is
nothing to prevent the Government from in-
creasing the number of the board under the
Act. By no streteh of imagination ean hon.
members conjure up in their minds that
when this Aet was passed 43 years ago there
was any notion that a board appointed under
it wonld assume, and to some extent usurp,
the gigantic funetions which the State
Gardens Board exercises to-day. When the
Act was passed, no member could have
dreamt that under it the administration of
15 Class A reserves and six other reserves,
totalling about 650 acres, would be handed
over entirely fo two men, one to form a
quorum for the purpose of administering.
The following reserves are controlled by the
State (Gardens Board:—

A guorum would he

Al150 Stirling Square 4} acres,
A3355 Serpentine Falls 50
A4R813  Point Walter 167 o
6340 Heirrison Tslands ... 30 .
A7537 National Park 3545 L
A9868 Yanchep T 11| S
Al0887 Q(overnment Gardens %,
A13612 Government Gardens 10
13375 near Cruseway i
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17080 TIeane's Point 8 acres,
Al7375  Crewley . 20,
Al17391  South Led]ands Ve 9,
Al17826 near Causeway 4 .,
Al17827 near Causeway . .,
AJ839]1 Supreme Court Gardens PR
418392 Supreme Court; Gardens T,
Al8987 Porongorups ... K £ 1 .

20806 Perth Water ... e 29 "

20897 Perth Water ... - 68,
A21054 East Perth Cemetery 11

21824 Bazaar Terracc {about) 4 ,,

about 15,650 acres,

The management and control of all these
reserves is vested in the board. I am given
to understand thai any portion of a Class A
reserve is, under the law, open to eitizens
between the hours of sunrizse and sunset.
That being so, any ecitizen may, if he so
desires, enter the A.B.C. studios or the Yan-
chep Hotel befween those hours beeaunse
both buildings are erceted wpon a Class A
reserve. I shall deal Jater with the ques-
tion of the auditing of the accounts of the
board. If hon. members will consuli the
Estimates, they will find the following sums
have heen allocated—

State Gardens Board, grant for maintenance
and improvements, Public Gardens, foreshores,
Crawley, ete.—£3,500.

Upkeep of gardens
£1,360.

Zoological Gardens—£3,300.

Treasurer, King’s Pavk Board—£2,400,

State Gardens Board, Pt. Walter—£100.

The accounts of the State Gardens Board
are not audited by the Auditor General. The
board, as T have already pointed out, is at
{imes under the control of one man. That
is unfair fo him, heeause he has to earry the
responsibility. He has éontrol of the moneys
voted by Parliament and also, aceepting the
Premier’s own figures, of revenue from other
sources amounting to £18,000.

Hon. C, F. Baxter: Is there no audit at
all?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The aceounts are
audited by a private firm of auditors, W.
Hayes and Co. Quite recenily, the Premier,
when defending the State Gardens Board,
said the accounts were audited by Haines
and Co. He also said at that time that he
thought the board was constituted of
the Secrctary to the Premier and A
Morris, the former Under Secretary for
Lands, whereas in  fact the hoard is
constituted of the Secretary to the Pre-
mier and the present Under 3ecretary for

(inclnding  wages)—
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Lands. Notwithstanding that the accounts
are audited, no one, except the members of
the boerd and the auditors, know how they
are kept. The Act provides that a balance
sheet showing the transactions of the board
must be submitted annually to the Treasurer.
Beyond the Treasurer and those other per-
sons whom X have mentioned, I do not know
of any person who sees the accounts. T
have already pointed out that the Premier,
when defending the State Gardens Board,
did not know the names of the auditors or
the names of the persons who constitute the
board. That is a pretty state of affairs!
The accounts of the King's Park Board are
not required to be audited by the Auditor
General; but T am given fo understand that
some few years ago——

Hon. J. Nicholson: Many years ago.

Hon. J. CORNELL: —on account of
the unsatisfactory position, the King’s Park
Board requested that the Auditor General
should andit its acecounis, and he has done
so ever since. Mr, Nicholson was a member
of the board at the time.

I pederstond the Chicf Scevctury n the
chairman of the Rottnest Board. I presnmne
that board, like the State Gardens Boeard,
conducts its business and makes up its own
balance sheet. No doubt it handles its
revenue and submits a statement to the
Premicr; but I have been unable to ascertain
who audits the aceounts. The Aunditor Gen-
eral does not know the name of the anditor.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It is time that was
altered.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T am not argning
against the Rotinest Board, becanse T under-
stand it 15 comprised of six men.

The Chief Secretary: That hoard receives
no snbsidy. The members are purely honor-
ary. The board aecounts are audited by a
reputable firm.

Hen. C. F. Baxter: Does the public see
the balance shect?

The Chief Seeretary: Yes.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We are working
under an obsolete Aet passed 43 years ago,
an Act that has never heen amended. The
Caves Board, 1 understand, comes under
the management of the State Hotels. The
accounts of the State Hotels are andited by
the Auditor General and are submitted to
Parliament. When the Act was passed,
power was given to the board to eontrol the
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Zoological Gardens, hut rhose gardens are
now dealt with by a specific et of Par-
liament, just as the Karrakatta Cemetery
Board is. The aceounts of those hodies are
audited by the Auditor General and are
available to Parliament.

I wish to deal with one particular venture
of the State Grardens Board. For the life
of me I am at a loss to know the reason, or
even the motive, that actuated the Licensing
Conrt 1n granting a hote) license for a build-
ing on a Class A reserve to a board that has
no equity whatever in the Jand upon which
the hotel is built. A license has heen granted
to a board appointed to administer certain
parks and reserves comprising 15,000 acres.

Member: It is a good business proposition,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Whe disputes that?
But is it proper to allow such a board to
enter into the hotel-keeping business and
carry it on in premises erected upon land
to which the board has no title? The Pre-
mier, when defending the hoard recently,
said that the cost of the Yanchep Hotel was
at least £15,000 and that the hoard borrowed
money to ornet the hotel,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Upon what sceurity ?

Hon. J. CORNELL: As Mr. Holmes asks,
upon what seeurity? I am not questioning
the husiness advantages. It may he a good
business, it may be warranted, but we have
reached a pretty pass when this board can
asurp such powers. XNo one e¢an ronvinee
me that the Parks and Reserves et gives
the hoard power to earrv on the business of
a publican and to horrow £15,000 to huild
a hotel, and then to handle the revenur de-
rived from the hotel, have the accounts
audited by a private auditor, and submit
accounts to the Treasurer only. Ty offieial
appointed by Parliament to auwdit State
accounts is not allowed to andit the wecounts
of this board. The matter needs straighien-
ing out.

Member: Quite right.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It must he put on a
proper basis. T think this Bill will achirvc
that result, but we should carry the matter
a little furtber. I have pointed out that
the Bill provides that one individual only
shall not deeide the policy of a hourd. As
the Act stands now, one person cun. The
Government need not inerease the number
of members of the existing bhoard, but
I certainly think that a quorum shovld econ-
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sist of at least two men. It seems
a very queer appointment to start with.
A hoard of fwe members at least should sit
and adjudicate. The next amendment safe-
guards the first one. Bection G of the Aet
reads—

A board may delegate any powers conferred
oun them by this Aect to i committee of their
body, and such committee shall, to the extent
to which such powers are deleguted, be deemed
to be the beard within the wmeuning of this
Act.

If we pass the firsi amendinent, the board
could delegate the whole of its powers to a
special committee, The Bill proposes that
the special committee shall consist of not
fewer than two members.

Hon, H. Tuckey: What if these two dis-
agrec?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The remedy would
be to increase the strength of the board. I
have no doubt that when the State Gardens
Board was first appointed, it was a board
of convenience for the Treasurer of the
day and it has since been earried on by sue-
eceding Governments, irvespective of party
eolour, as a board of convenience, The next
proposal contained in Clause 3 is to require
all hoards appointed under the Aect to do
as the Zoological Gardens Board and the
Lotteries Commission have to do, namely,
present aceounts to be audited by the Audi-
tor General and fo be submitted to Parlin-
ment.

Hon. C. ¥. Baxier: What abhout Clause 472

Hon. 4. CORNELL: That is intended to
amend Section 11 of the Aect, which reads—

The board shall aet by a majority of votes,
and if at any meeting there is an eguality of
votes, the president or the member actually
presiding shall have a second or casting vote.
Clause 4 proposes to insert after the word
“meeting” the words “at which more than
three members are present.” The object of
the threc amendments is to make the boari
larger and to avoid one-man control. Sec-
tion 12 of the Act, which will be vepealed
by Clanse 5 of the Bill, will bear guoting.
Members will then realise how far and to
what extent the State Gardens Board has
gone. I am mnot easting any reflection on
the other boards.

The Chief Secretary: Some of yonr re-
marks do not sonnd like that.

Hon. J. CORNELL: To what remark does
the Ministor take exception? He should not
be too thin-skinned. T have said that T was
unable to ascertain who audits the aceounts
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of the Rottnest Board appointed under the
Act.  The Auditor General fold me to-day
thac he did not andit them.

The Chief Secretary: All right.

Hon. J. CORNELL: There is no ueed for
the Miwster to get “shirty” over that. 1
make no accusations at all against the Rott-
nest Bourd, which is not handling publie
money, My idea is that there should be ne
invidious distinetion such as there is at
present by singling out the King's Park
Board or the State Gardens Board. ‘There
is no reason why the accounts of onc hoard
should be audited by the Aunditor General
and not the accounts of the others. All
should be treated alike. Let me vevert to
Seetion 12 of the Aect and show how far we
have advanced in 43 years. Section 12
states—

The board shall cause a full and true ac-
count to be kept of all momeya expended by
the beard, and of ull moneys reeeived by the
board as well from licenses, grazing, sule of
trees, wood, loppings, or underwood, or other-
wige as from the vote of Parliament—

1 direer attention to the word “moneys re-
ceived from licenses, grazing, sale of trees,
wood, lopping or underwood.” 1 think the
revenue from those sourees was eleaned upr
years ago,

—and shall, on or before the first day of
August in every year, tramsmit to the Trea-
surer a eopy of such account made up to the
30th duy of June then last past and certified
by the Pregident.

The Bill proposes to repeal Seetion 12 and
insert the following in lieu:—

The board shall cause a full and true ae-
count to be kept of all moneys received and
expended and on or hefore the first day of
August in every year such account for the
period of twelve months ending on the ghir-
tieth day of June then last past and certified
by the president shall be audited by the Audi-
tor General who shall thereupon transmit to
the Treasurer a copy of such account, together
with a report thereon. The report of the Audi-
tor General, together with a eopy of the ac-
count, shall be tabled in each House of Par-
liament within fourteen days of the making
of the report or if Parlinment is not thea
in session within fourteen days after com-
mencement of the next session.

That is what a waltiplicity of hoards ap-
pointed under statutes have to do.  Ts it ask-
ing too mueh to provide that the acrounts
of these boards shall be audited by the
Auditor General’s department and that he
shall submit a report ta Parliament?
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Hon. J. Nicholson: They could not all be
dune by the 1st August.

Ifon. .]. CORNELL: Why not?

Hon. J. Nicholson: Because the Auditor
General has so mapy accounts coming in at
that time,

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Auditor General
has a staft,

Hon. .J. J. Holmes: The 1st August is the
date when the accounts shall be made up.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Clause 6 reads—

The provigion of section twelve of the prin-

eipal Act ag amended by this Act shail apply
to all moncys received and expended by any
board since the thirtieth day of June, ome
thousand nine hundred aund thirty-eight.
It is not too much to ask that the Aet be
amended. Parliament has a perfeet right to
know how the money has been spent. The
present practice js entirely wrong and a relic
of the old days—I will not say the bad old
days—when circumstances were totally dif-
ferent from those prevailing at present. In
these days we have a eoncern with a big
turn-over handling, as the Premier has said,
something in the vicinity of £25,000 a year,
and it i= not vight that that eomeern chonld
be in the hands of two men. The people of
the State will not stand for that. This prae-
tice should have been remedied long ago.
Referring again to Yanchep, the Premier
said that the money necessary to build the
hotel was borrowed on security. What was
the security? Interest and sinking fund on
the amount borrowed is paid out of the re-
venue received from the hotel by the State
Gardens Board. The Premier did not state
the amount borrowed, or from whom it had
been borrowed.

Towards the end of last session I intro-
duced a Bill baving for its objeet the scotch-
ing of certain manipulations that had been
indunlged in by higher officials of the State
affecting salary for the ealculation of retir-
ing allowanees. I submit that if that matter
needed tightening up, this matter of boards
also needs tightening up by at least one ad-
ditional hole, When the chairman of the
State Gardens Board retires—I understand
he will reach the rvetiring age in ahout 18
months' time—how shall we get on? He has
been quite a suecess. There is ne man in
the State whom I would place above him
for the manner in which he has progressed.

Hon, W. J. Mann: Leave it at that.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes, I am prepared
to pive him credit. Ie created a department
ont of nothing. Mr. Drew kmows the
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circurastances of that appointment to
the Premier's department. The fact re-
mains that when the present Under

Secretary received the appointment, his was
a very minor job for there was really no
Premier’s department. The position to-day
is that there is & Premier’s department, and
the Under Secretary draws the highest salary
of any offieial in the Public Service. Good
luck to him! He got on throngh his own
guile and by good luck. I do not think ke
reached his position on merit alone. How-
ever, he has handled the Yanchep affair from
the inception and apparently is the only one
that knows much about it. '

The Honorary Minister: He has made a
good job of it.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I do not know that
he has, Had I been given the seeurity and
the license, I could have made as good a job
of it. Does the Government intend that he
shall earry on Yanchep after reaching the
retiring age? That phase needs eonsidera-
tion. I wish to pay a tribute to the Under
Scerctary’s enterprise.

Hon L, Craiz: And ability?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Parliamentary
House Committee, in a weak momeni some
time ago, decided that the State Gardens
Board eovuld probably do better with the
Parliament House gardens than its own
gardener was doing. The garden was handed
over to the care of the State Gardens Board,
bhut the House Committee quickly gathered
strength from experience. I think the board
had the garden for about four months and
the committee saw the error of its ways,

Hon. L. B. Bolton: It did not take long,

Hon. J. CORNELL: The House Commit-
tee reverted to status quo, but had somie-
thing hy which to remember the enterprise
of the State Gardens Board. Mombers will
reeall that the howling green on the south
side of Parliament House was fitted up
with a lot of electric lighting gear, but the
TTouse Committee woke up one morning to
find that all that gear had been shifted teo
Yanchep by the State Gardens Board. That
is gertainly a tribute to the ingenuity of the
chairman. T commend the Bill to the House,
and I hope members will not regard it as
having been prompted by a spirit of anti-
pathy towards anyone on the board. The
measure has been introduced with the de-
sire to do what is right and to demonstrate
to the public that the appointment of the
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board has received the seal and approval of
Parliament. That is not the position to-day.

On motion hy the Chief Secerctary, dehate
adjourned.

BILL—NORTHAM MUNICIPALITY
{LOAN AUTHORISATION).

Necond Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. F.
H. Gray—West) [9.31] in moving ibhe
second reading said: The Bill proposes to
authorise the Northam Municipal Couneil
to raise a loan of £4,000 to be applied in
recouping iis cleetric light fund for money
taken from that account and used in financ-
ing the completion of ifs sewerage scheme.
The scheme was inaugurated in 1935, and
was finaneed on a pound-for-pound hasis out
of moneys made available by the Common-
wealth Government through the State Gov-
ernment, for the purpose of relieving unem-
ploxment. The council estimated that the
total cost of the proposed works would be
£54,000, and it snbsequently raised a loan
of £27,000, in accordance with the provisions
of the Health Aet, 1911-1937, and the Muni-
¢ipal Corporations Aet, 1906, to cover its
share of the expenditure. When a consider-
able portion of the scheme had been com-
pleted, it appeared that the cost of the whole
svstem wonld not exceed £40,000, and that
there would be Ieft an unexpended balanec
of £14,000. Members will agree that it is
seldom either the Government or a local
authority embatks upon a scheme like this,
and finds itself with £14,000 in hand.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It was done by con-
tract, not by day lahour.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tho
work was carried ont by day labour; I ex-
peeted that interjection. As the business
portion of the fown had been subjeet to
flogding i the past, plans were drawn up
for the purpose of establishing a flood-water
drainage schome to prevent a recurrence of
this trouble. The council thus sought fo pro-
vide hoth a seweragze and a drainage system
at a total eost equal to the original esfi-
mated expenditure in respect of the sewer-
age scheme. TFollowing the commencement
of work on the drainage svstem, both works
were earried on coneurrently, and finally the
drainage secheme was completed at its esti-
mated ecosi, namely, €14,000. Meanwlhile it
had hecome apparent that the revised esti-
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mate of £40,000 for expenditure on the
sewerage scheme would be exceeded by
£1000. This increase was due partly 1o a
rise in costs, and partly to unexpected cx-
penditure inenrred in compensating land
owners for damage done to property through
which the sewerage drains were laid. At
the same time, it was found that the origi-
nal funds would be exhaunsted before the
conncil could draw np fresh estimates and
complete the necessary formalities for the
purpose of raising a further loan to provide
the additional money.

In order that the work might be eonfinued
without interrmption, immediate aetion had to
be taken to obtain temporary finance. Funds
were available in the electrie light account.
The council therenpon decided to appropri-
ate the required sum from this aceount, and
to recoup the fund from a loan to be raised
at a snbsequent date. It now desires to
make this re-adjustment, and has already ap-
proached a finaneial institution with a view
to raising the necessary money. The hank
is quite willing to make funds available
on satisfactory terms, but its legal adviser
points out that the council has no authority
to raise the loan under the previsions of the
Municipal Corporations Aect. As members
are aware, Section 435 of that Aet permits
a couneil to borrow moncy for the purpose
of carrying out works or undertakings pre-
seribed in Seetion 438,  Section 445 then
provides that before borrowing money, the
council shall publish a notice of its inten-
tion in the “Government Gazette,” and in
a newspaper, not less than one month before
the loan is raised. The notice must state
the amount proposed fo be raised, the rate of
interest, and the purpese for which the money
is to be borrowed. Where the loan is to be ex-
pended on works and undertakings, these
have to be specified, and plans, specifications
and estimates must be open for inspection at
the office of the council.

The Act, too, makes provision for a poll
of owners, and, finally, Section 448 only em-
powers the council to proceed to rvaise
moneys wWhere—

{1) no demand has been made for the sub-
mission of the matfer to the eleetors, or

(2) a majority of the votes polled does not
forbid the council to proceed with the lean.

Since the works in question have already
been completed and the money spent, obvi-
ouslv 1his procedure ecannot he adopted. As
a vesult, the counell finds itself unable fo
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borrow from the bank under the provisions

of the Act, although, of course, its actions,

have been quite bona fide. This Bill has,
therefore, been hrought forward to exempt
the proposed loan from these provisions, and
will authorise the council to borrow £4,000
for the purpose mentioned, thereby ensur-
ing that the electrie light account, which is
now in debit, will he vecouped, and the affairs
of the counecil put in order. T move—
That the Bill he now read o second time.

Question put and passed.
Rill read a second time.

In Committee,
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 9.20 p.om.

Aegislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 12th Qetober, 1938.

Questions : Butter export, arbitration case ...

Unemployved relief. work in return for ratious ... 1340
Tegal Practitioners Act Select Committee, extension
of time .. e 1340
Motions: Light and poison lands, Royal Conmis-
sion’s recommendations - e 1350
Marketing legislation, as to unsnleable surpluses 1357
Fducation system. te inguive by select committee 1361
Bills : Tneome Tax Assessment Act Awmendment, 1R. 1340
Fisheries Aot Amendment {No, 2), 2r., Com. ... 1360
Road Districts Act Amendnient (No. 2), 2R, 1360
C‘smpantes Act Amendiment. 2r., Con ... 1373

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pom.. and read prayers,

QUESTION—BUTTER EXPORT.
Arbitration Cuase.
Ar. DOUST asked the Minister for Agni-
culture: 1, With reference to the arbitration
case, Manjimap Dairy Products Co. versu-
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Dairy Marketing Board, is it proposed to
allow hutter exporting firms to give evidence
before the arbitrator regarding the cost of ex-
porting butter overseas! 2, If so, will the
various firms be notified in time to enable
them to do so?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUHE
replied: 1, An arbitrator was appointed to
decide a dispute between the Dairy Froducts
Marketing Bourd and the Manjimup Duiry
Products Company. 1t it is the view of the
arbitrator that any person or lirm can give
evidenee relevant to the dispute he will, |
feel sure, afford them an opportunity of
giving such evidence. 2, Answered by No. 1,

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYED RELIEF.
Work in Return for Rations.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Enmployment: 1, Is he aware that able-
hodied men resent the indignity of being
denied work in return for rations—part
groceries order and part cash—which arc
supplied? 2, How many abie-bodied men
are in veveipl ol rablons? 3, Wul he take
steps to ensure that work is made available
and thus prevent destruction of the morale
of men anxious and able to work?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: 1, I am not aware that able-hodied
men desire fo work for their rations only.
2, 428, made up—“A" class, 231; “BY class,
104; “C" class, 93; total 428. 3, The ques-
tion of providing work and improving eon-
diticns of employment has always received
the first consideration of the Crovernment.
To-day 94 per cent. of the men on the books
of the Employment Department ave work-
ing, as against 64 per cent. when the Gov-
crnment took office.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
SELECT COMMITTEE.
Ertension of Time.

On motion hy Mr. Sleeman, the time for
bringing up the report was extended for
two weeks.

BILL—INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT
ACT AMENDMENT,

Introduced by the Premier, and read a
first time.



